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The Frederick Board of County Commissioners has the authority to set the impact fees. Every three years, county staff
studies the fees then recommends a new rate.

In the years in which the study and recommendations are not made, county code provides an automatic increase based
on rising construction costs.

The fee is automatically adjusted to account for the increase in inflation, said John Kroll, the county’s finance director.

In the past, commissioners raised impact fees based on figures released by the building industry publication Engineer
New Record’s construction index.

This year, commissioners used the Maryland school construction cost index set by the state, which for fiscal 2008
shows a 13.16 percent increase in building costs.

Commissioners felt it made more sense to use the school construction cost index because a majority of the impact fee
goes to building schools, Kroll said.

Commissioners have the authority to adjust the automatic jump in fees to a lower percentage or not increase them.

The board, a majority elected last year for its slow- to no-growth platform, took no action on the fees at its May 24
meeting, meaning they will automatically increase 13.16 percent.
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