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Builders may pay more for Lee parks 
45 percent impact-fee increase is considered 
 
By Ryan Hiraki 
rhiraki@news-press.com  
Originally posted on July 11, 2007 
 
A 40-acre site in Pine Island sits empty. 
 
To clear the exotic Brazilian pepper and melaleuca trees 
to make way for a park, people might have to pay more 
to build a home, hotel or motel next year in Lee County. 
 
County officials are considering a 45 percent increase 
for park impact fees, the one-time charge to cover the 
cost of new parks. It's a cost usually passed on to the 
home buyer or consumer.  

This could become the second consecutive year the 
county raises an impact fee after deciding to raise road 
fees last year. 
 
A person building a single-family home could pay $2,150 
instead of $1,479 by January or February if 
commissioners approve the new fees in the fall, possibly 
in October.  

This week, the county released a report from Texas 
consultant Duncan Associates that suggests higher fees 
are needed. The fees are updated every three years, 
and this time, they would help pay for about 90 more 
acres of park land, more than half of which have yet to 
be identified. 
 
Park fees are a solution county officials have relied on to 
accommodate growth since their creation in 1985, while 
members of the construction industry have fought 
against them, especially increases.  

"With the population growth, you have more demand for parks," said Mary Gibbs, the county's community 
development director. "How do you fund them?'' 
 
Right now, with impact fees. Otherwise, it might be higher taxes or user fees, Gibbs said.  

Commissioners recently tripled their impact fees for roads, an effort to relieve traffic. Someone who builds a single-
family home now pays almost $9,000 in roads fees, along with fees for fire, emergency medical and water and 
sewer services. That can push fees to more than $15,000 for permits to build a home. 
 
Michael Reitmann, executive vice president of the association, reacted the way he usually does to higher impact 
fees: with disdain.  

"This is absolutely the wrong time to raise any kind of fees because of economic conditions,'' he said. 
 
The real estate market is struggling here, the same way it is around the country. That's a reason the county does 
not need higher fees, Reitmann said. 
 
"Lots in Lehigh that were up to $65,000 are down to $25,000.''  

Lehigh Acres joins Pine Island and south Fort Myers as communities in the county that are targeted for more 
parks. 
 
There are enough parks, according to the required numbered in the county's growth plan, said Dan Calvert, a 
planning coordinator.  
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The 90 acres, he said, would satisfy the green space county officials desire. 
 
Reitman said the county should come up with a create way to pay for them. 
 
Reitmann also warned that officials need to stimulate growth, not hinder an economic engine the county depends 
on.  

"If there's no growth, who do you think is going to pick up the slack (to pay for amenities)? It's the average citizen.'' 
 
South Fort Myers resident Don Davis, 65, said impact fees are necessary for the parks and quality of life people 
move here to enjoy.  

He coached Little League for 18 years until stepping down recently, now that his three boys are in college. 
 
"Little League was the time of their life,'' Davis said.  

 
« Return to previous page 

For similar stories search our paid archives dating back to 1999. 

TOP HEADLINES FROM GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT 
  • Rare ghost orchid found in Collier sanctuary 
  • Builders may pay more for Lee parks 
  • Building plans shrink in Cape 
  • Gasparilla Inn scam traced to Texas scheme 
  • Bonita cuts fire fee with state's help 
 
ALSO ON NEWS-PRESS.COM 
  • Tragedy hits NASCAR 
  • Garden showcases power of flower 
  • Business roundup 
  • Empanel a review board 

To e-mail this article just enter the following information:

Sender's name:

Sender's email:

Recipient's email:

Your comments:

Send

EXPANDING 

Land Development 
Professional 
Engineer Ft 

All Top Jobs
About Top Jobs 

Partners: Jobs (CareerBuilder.com) - Cars (Cars.com) - Real Estate (Apartments.com) - Classified (news-press.com) - Shopping (ShopLocal.com) 

Copyright 2007, The News-Press. Use of this site signifies your agreement to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy/Your California Privacy Rights, updated March 13, 
2007. 

Customer Service - Subscribe Now - Manage My Subscription - Place a Classified Ad - Contact Us  

    

Page 2 of 2The News-Press, news-press.com, Growth/Development, Builders may pay more for Lee parks

7/11/2007http://www.news-press.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070711/NEWS0106/707110377/1075


