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Report criticizes city’s collection and spending methods

OLYMPIA - State Auditor Brian Sonntag released an audit Tuesday that criticizes the city of Olympia for the way it has collected and spent
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State law allows a city to charge a developer impact fees according to
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City Council action

On Tuesday, the Olympia City Council voted to:

Approve a contract to pay $1.37 million for design on a new
fire station and training center to Rice Fergus Miller, a

Bremerton architectural firm.

Approve on first reading an ordinance to conduct a
feasibility study on turning the strip of land between Capitol
Lake and Budd Inlet into a park. The council previously stated
its intent to do so; the ordinance formalizes the request from a

citizens' group to pass the ordinance.

Among the findings in the auditor's report:

Olympia does not send interest it receives on school impact fees to the school district along with fees. "Therefore, the interest earned

while the impact fees were invested does not appear to be expended for the purpose for which the impact fee was imposed,” the report
http://www.theolympian.com/southsound/story/621453.html (2 of 5) [10/20/2008 9:37:15 AM]
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says. It recommends the city send past and future interest earnings to the district.

Olympia's fire impact fee rates and calculation do "not appear to effectively demonstrate the fee's connection to system improvements

related to growth, the cost of public facilities necessitated by new development or the availability of other financing." The report finds that

the city possibly overcharged between $185,565 and $345,313 in impact fees. But it also finds the city could have undercharged the fire

impact fee, because the calculation for the fee isn't tied to the city's capital facilities plan.

The report recommends the city re-evaluate the fee and whether it's necessary.

Olympia spends park impact fees on parks citywide, not in the areas where the fees are generated. Therefore, residents’ wishes may not

be satisfied. The report found $36,974 in neighborhood park impact fees "potentially spent greater than three miles" from where the fees

were generated.

The report suggests the city break park spending into two zones "to demonstrate a clear relationship between where impact fees are

collected and spent.”

State law on impact fees is vague, "particularly regarding the items cities may purchase with impact fee money," and should be clarified to

assist cities. For example, Olympia spent road impact fees on bike trails because it interpreted the law to allow it.

Next page >>

Most Viewed Articles

. Seahawks' misery goes on

. 3 men arrested in Washington meth-trafficking bust
. A summary of The Olympian endorsements

. Woman charged with taking library books

. Letters to the editor for Oct. 20

Join the Reader Network

Do you want The Olympian to keep you in
mind when we canvass the community for
opinions?

http://www.theolympian.com/southsound/story/621453.html (3 of 5) [10/20/2008 9:37:15 AM]



http://www.theolympian.com/southsound/story/621453-p2.html
http://www.theolympian.com/140/story/627618.html
http://www.theolympian.com/377/story/626982.html
http://www.theolympian.com/109/story/627250.html
http://www.theolympian.com/377/story/627186.html
http://www.theolympian.com/208/story/627247.html
http://www.theolympian.com/readernet/

Auditor faults Olympia's use of impact fees - South Sound - The Olympian - Olympia, Washington

Click here and sign up with our Reader
Network to offer your view.

=1 video Reports -

i.talia

. Winged Victory Mo...

fresh » organic « fast
2505 4th West, Unit 108, Olympia

Across from the new Century Capital Mall Cinema

Play video
. Prep Zone
. Political Watch
Site Map
. News . Sports . Blogs . Multimedia . Contact
. South Sound . Sports Main . Adam Wilson's Blog . Local Video . Home Delivery Service
. Northwest . Outdoors . Ask the Editors . Photo Archive . Newsroom

. National News
. Lacey Today

High School Sports
College Sports

Chester Allen's Blog
Education Blog

Today in Photos
Nation & World Galleries

. Advertising
. Online Services

. Business . Motor Sports . From Beijing . Your Videos . Forms
. Stock Market . Golf . Hot Flashes . Your Photos . Purchase Photos
. Edu_cation . Winter Sports . Inside the Qlympian . Mobile Web;ite . Special Reports
. Environment . Seahawks . Let's Talk Fishing . Photo Reprints . :
) . . Building Heights
. Traffic . Sonics . Pet The Blog .
. . Living . Guantanamo
. Weather . Mariners . Prep Sports Blog Living Main Everareen Riots
. RSS Feeds o . The Politics Blog - Hving L Even
_ . Outdoors . Horoscope . Port Protest
. Capitol Chat Huntin . Sports Blog Home & Garden
. Corrections ’ ) g . These Times ) ) . Shopping
. Outings . Health & Fitness ShopLocal
. Government . Travel . Columns . Books + =nhopLoca
. Elections . Environment . Busy Mama . Holidays . Classifieds
. National Elections . Tides . OUTspoken . Travel . Jobs
. State Government . Announcements . Soundlngs . Entertainment . Cars
. State Workers L . Sound View . . Real Estate
. . Obituaries ) . Celebrity News
. Legislature . Video Guy . Apartments
» Deaths Where Do | Take M » Events Calendar Olympian Classifieds
. Opinion . Births : axe Ny . Nightlife - DYmp
) ) . . Your Alternatives . . . Place An Ad
. Our Views/Your Views . Marriages . Movies & Trailers
. . . Notes From The ER )
. Letters to the Editor . Divorces Chef's Kitchen . Theaters & Showtimes
. Ask the Editors . Occasions ) What's Cookin . The Video Guy
. Editorial Board . Crime ’ g . Food & Drink Reviews
. . The Able Investor . .
. Traffic ) . Dining Guide
Lotter . It's Your Money Arts
: y . College Update o ,
. Reader Network Golf Tios . Visitor's Guide
. Submission Forms ) . P . TV Listings
. Chip Shots
. Games

Seattle Storm Watch

CUSTOMER SERVICE: Subscriber Services | Contact Us | Place An Ad | TOS & Privacy Statement | Newspapers in Education | Ethics Policy | About Us | About McClatchy

http://www.theolympian.com/southsound/story/621453.html (4 of 5) [10/20/2008 9:37:15 AM]


http://videos.theolympian.com/vmix_hosted_apps/p/media?id=2288129&item_index=1&all=1&sort=NULL
http://videos.theolympian.com/vmix_hosted_apps/p/media?id=2288129&item_index=1&all=1&sort=NULL
http://videos.theolympian.com/
http://videos.theolympian.com/
http://videos.theolympian.com/vmix_hosted_apps/p/media?id=2288129&item_index=1&all=1&sort=NULL
http://videos.theolympian.com/vmix_hosted_apps/p/media?id=2284057&item_index=2&all=1&sort=NULL
http://videos.theolympian.com/vmix_hosted_apps/p/media?id=2283859&item_index=3&all=1&sort=NULL
http://videos.theolympian.com/vmix_hosted_apps/p/media?id=2280254&item_index=5&all=1&sort=NULL
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/375f/0/0/%2a/u;207179397;0-0;2;21054002;3454-728/90;23158089/23175941/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://ramblinjacks.com
http://www.theolympian.com/
http://www.theolympian.com/southsound
http://www.theolympian.com/northwest
http://www.theolympian.com/national/index.html
http://www.theolympian.com/laceytoday
http://www.theolympian.com/business
http://studio-5.financialcontent.com/mi?Account=theolympian&Page=MARKETSUMMARY
http://www.theolympian.com/education
http://www.theolympian.com/environment
http://www.theolympian.com/traffic
http://www.theolympian.com/weather
http://www.theolympian.com/rss
http://www.theolympian.com/capitolchat
http://www.theolympian.com/corrections
http://www.theolympian.com/stategovernment
http://www.theolympian.com/election
http://www.theolympian.com/nationalelection
http://www.theolympian.com/stategovernment
http://www.theolympian.com/stateworkers
http://www.theolympian.com/legislature
http://www.theolympian.com/opinion
http://www.theolympian.com/letters
http://www.theolympian.com/forms/submitletter
http://www.theolympian.com/asktheeditors
http://www.theolympian.com/editorialboard
http://www.theolympian.com/sports
http://www.theolympian.com/sports
http://www.theolympian.com/outdoors
http://www.theolympian.com/sports/highschool
http://www.theolympian.com/sports/college
http://www.theolympian.com/motorsports
http://www.theolympian.com/golf
http://www.theolympian.com/wintersports
http://www.theolympian.com/seahawks
http://www.theolympian.com/sonics
http://www.theolympian.com/mariners
http://www.theolympian.com/outdoors
http://www.theolympian.com/hunting/
http://www.theolympian.com/outings/
http://www.theolympian.com/travel/
http://www.theolympian.com/environment/
http://www.theolympian.com/weather/
http://www.theolympian.com/announcements
http://www.theolympian.com/obits
http://www.theolympian.com/deaths
http://www.theolympian.com/births
http://www.theolympian.com/marriages
http://www.theolympian.com/divorces
http://www.theolympian.com/occasions
http://www.theolympian.com/crime
http://www.theolympian.com/traffic
http://www.theolympian.com/lottery
http://www.theolympian.com/readernet
http://www.theolympian.com/forms
http://www.theolympian.com/blogs/
http://www.theolympian.com/adamwilson/
http://www.theolympian.com/asktheeditors/
http://www.theolympian.com/chatwithchester/
http://www.theolympian.com/edblog
http://www.theolympian.com/beijing
http://www.theolympian.com/hotflashes/
http://www.theolympian.com/insidetheolympian/index.html
http://www.theolympian.com/letstalkfishing/
http://www.theolympian.com/pettheblog/index.html
http://www.theolympian.com/prepsportsblog
http://www.theolympian.com/politicsblog/
http://www.theolympian.com/sports/blog
http://www.theolympian.com/thesetimes/index.html
http://www.theolympian.com/blogs/
http://www.theolympian.com/busymama/
http://www.theolympian.com/outspoken/
http://www.theolympian.com/soundings/
http://www.theolympian.com/soundview/
http://www.theolympian.com/videoguy/
http://www.theolympian.com/wheredoitakemy/
http://www.theolympian.com/youralternatives/
http://www.theolympian.com/notesfromtheer/
http://www.theolympian.com/chefskitchen/
http://www.theolympian.com/whatscookingwithkaryn/
http://www.theolympian.com/ableinvestor/
http://www.theolympian.com/yourmoney/
http://www.theolympian.com/collegeupdate/
http://www.theolympian.com/golftips/
http://www.theolympian.com/chipshots/
http://www.theolympian.com/stormwatch/
http://www.theolympian.com/southsound/story/multimedia
http://videos.theolympian.com/
http://community.theolympian.com/gallery2
http://www.theolympian.com/todayinphotos/
http://www.theolympian.com/galleries/
http://videos.theolympian.com/vmix_hosted_apps/p/grid?genre=00001378&class_id=1
http://videos.theolympian.com/vmix_hosted_apps/p/grid?genre=00001378&class_id=2
http://www.theolympian.com/mobile
http://theolympian.mycapture.com/
http://www.theolympian.com/living
http://www.theolympian.com/living
http://www.theolympian.com/horoscope
http://www.theolympian.com/homeandgarden
http://www.theolympian.com/fitness
http://www.theolympian.com/books
http://www.theolympian.com/holidays
http://www.theolympian.com/travel
http://www.theolympian.com/entertainment
http://www.theolympian.com/entwire/
http://calendar.theolympian.com/
http://www.theolympian.com/music/
http://www.theolympian.com/movies/movies/index.html
http://www.theolympian.com/movies/theater/index.html
http://www.theolympian.com/videoguy/
http://www.theolympian.com/192
http://calendar.theolympian.com/restaurants
http://www.theolympian.com/arts
http://www.theolympian.com/sourcebook
http://www.theolympian.com/tvlistings/
http://www.theolympian.com/games
http://www.theolympian.com/contact/
http://www.theolympian.com/forms/subscribe/
http://www.theolympian.com/newscontact/
http://www.theolympian.com/adcontact/
http://www.theolympian.com/onlinecontact/
http://www.theolympian.com/Forms/
http://theolympian.mycapture.com/
http://www.theolympian.com/specialreports/
http://www.theolympian.com/highrises/
http://www.theolympian.com/gitmo/
http://www.theolympian.com/evergreenriot/
http://www.theolympian.com/portprotests/
http://www.shoplocal.com/theolympian/new_user_entry.aspx?CityStateZip=98506&ShoppingZoneRadius=50
http://www.shoplocal.com/theolympian/new_user_entry.aspx?CityStateZip=98506&ShoppingZoneRadius=50
http://www.olympianclassifieds.com/
http://www.theolympian.com/careerbuilder
http://www.cars.com/olympian
http://www.theolympian.com/homefinder
http://www.apartments.com/theolympian
http://www.theolympian.com/classifieds
http://community.theolympian.com/personal_ad/
http://www.theolympian.com/forms/servicerequest
http://www.theolympian.com/forms/contactus
http://community.theolympian.com/personal_ad/
http://www.theolympian.com/tos/
http://www.theolympian.com/nie
http://www.theolympian.com/ethics
http://www.theolympian.com/history
http://www.mcclatchy.com/100/story/179.html
http://www.theolympian.com/readernet/
http://www.theolympian.com/readernet/

Auditor faults Olympia's use of impact fees - South Sound - The Olympian - Olympia, Washington

PARTNERS:
Other McClatchy Newspapers

©2008 The Olympian

http://www.theolympian.com/southsound/story/621453.html (5 of 5) [10/20/2008 9:37:15 AM]


http://www.mcclatchy.com/102/story/354.html

	theolympian.com
	Auditor faults Olympia's use of impact fees - South Sound - The Olympian - Olympia, Washington


	OJFOKFPNMDNPBMMEEBBFFHKLKKMFILDA: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 100
	f2: 
	f3: pubsys
	f4: ENDECA_INDEX
	f5: http://www.theolympian.com/380/index.html
	f6: http://preview.theolympian.com/380/index.html
	f7: 25
	f8: meta_rollup
	f9: pubsys_story_release_dt desc
	f10: theolympian
	f11: 

	f12: Go
	f13: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: cbga_ton
	f2: mc_tc8003
	f3: all
	f4: WA, US
	f5: All
	f6: 

	f7: find
	f8: 




