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Zoom
Sen. Mike Bennett, left, and Rep. Donna Clarke, right, file the bill to reduce impact fees.

Builders take on fees

A push against impact fees alarms local leaders

By TOM ARTHUR
tom.arthur@heraldtribune.com

Florida homebuilders are pushing legislation that would reduce the impact fees they pay when they build new
homes.

But county governments that rely on those fees to pay for new schools, roads and other infrastructure created by
growth are worried it could cost them millions.

And they want state lawmakers to stop meddling in their finances.

"It's none of the state's business,” said Sarasota County Commissioner Jon Thaxton. "Thisis county government's
business. We are the ones responsible for assessing and spending the fees.”

Impact fees have been afact of life for devel opers and homebuyersin Floridafor three decades, helping fund the
growth boom.

Counties across the state decide how much to collect and how to spend the money.
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But that might change under a bill filed this week by state Sen. Mike Bennett, R-Bradenton, and state Rep.
Donna Clarke, R-Sarasota.

Just last week, Bennett created a stir by proposing to give counties more power to raise taxes on their own. Some
county commissioners thought he was just trying to shift the burden of raising taxes away from the state and onto
the counties.

As written, the impact fee bill would limit the administrative costs local governments can attach to impact fees
and require that impact fee discounts be granted to developers. It would also lengthen the time an increase in fees
can be enacted, and require local governments to report impact fee information to a state auditor.

The net effect, local government officials said Friday, would be to lower the amount devel opers pay.

William Clague, an assistant county attorney in Manatee County, recommended in a memo this week that county
commissioners pass a resol ution opposing the bill.

The result of the bill, he wrote, "will be to obliterate the county's impact fee program.”
Bennett said Friday the bill is more about standardizing impact fee collection than it is about money.

"There's no definition of impact fees, or how they should be calculated,” he said. "So, in the county of Manatee
you have it one way, in Sarasota another and in Collier another. This clarifies how they should be calculated.”

He said he did not think the bill, if passed, would drastically reduce the amount of money counties collect.

But Assistant County Administrator Dave Bullock said the bill would significantly reduce the fees collected for
transportation.

"What they are really doing
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1|2 | Next >>

Last modified: March 12. 2005 12:00AM

FLORIDA

TORJOBS

Employment ads
from Florida
newspapers

Central Florida:
Driver /
Warehouse
Kaycan Ltd

Central Florida:
Sales Account
Executive
CompManagement,

http://www.heral dtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?Al D=/20050312/NEWS/503120347/1006/SPORTS (3 of 5)3/12/2005 6:57:30 AM


http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050312/NEWS/503120347/1006/SPORTS&Page=2
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050312/NEWS/503120347/1006/SPORTS&Page=2
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=223740', '223740', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=223740', '223740', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=223740', '223740', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=224390', '224390', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=224390', '224390', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=224390', '224390', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();

Builders take on fees

Inc.

Central Florida:
Welder / Fitters
Misener Marine

Central Florida:

Builder (EXP)
Company name
withheld

Central Florida:
Advertising Sales
- Account
Executive

The Daytona Beach
News-Journal

View all jobs
About Florida Top
Jobs

HERALD-TRIBUNE

<> HOMES

Click on any link below to see an ad

WHY WAIT - M ove In Now!
New 3BR/2B/2CAR, 2358
more»

» View all homes

S

HeraldTribune.com

Homes
GALORE...

In every
price range!

http://www.heral dtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article?Al1 D=/20050312/NEW S/503120347/1006/SPORTS (4 of 5)3/12/2005 6:57:30 AM


javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=224511', '224511', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=224511', '224511', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=223672', '223672', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=223672', '223672', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=99152', '99152', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=99152', '99152', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=99152', '99152', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=99152', '99152', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_more.cfm?&site_id=27&rail_type=jobs', '99152', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
http://www.floridatopjobs.com/
http://www.floridatopjobs.com/
javascript:NewWindow(500,600,'/apps/pbcs.dll/dclassifieds?Date=20050306&Category=TOPHOMES&Class=0&Type=CAT4001&ArtNo=503234062');
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=TOPHOMES
http://adx.heraldtribune.com/apps/adx.dll/href/SH001/SIDEAD01/SPORTS/-1/-1/SPORTS/80/;URL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.print2webcorp.com%2Fnews%2Fsarasota%2Frealestateguide%2F
http://adx.heraldtribune.com/apps/adx.dll/href/SH001/SIDEAD01/SPORTS/-1/-1/SPORTS/80/;URL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.print2webcorp.com%2Fnews%2Fsarasota%2Frealestateguide%2F

Builders take on fees

Missed a day's news? IChOOSG a day | |G0|

Site Index | Contact Us

Jewelers sinee 1903

Watch Repair @, i
488-2720 &:!Hﬂlﬂ

heraldtribune.com | Advertise With Us | Jobs With Us | Join Newsletter | RSS feeds
Serving the Herald-Tribune newspaper and SNN Channel 6 © Sarasota Herald-Tribune. All rights reserved.

http://www.heral dtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article?A1 D=/20050312/NEWS/503120347/1006/SPORTS (5 of 5)3/12/2005 6:57:30 AM


http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=INDEX
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=CONTACT
http://adx.heraldtribune.com/apps/adx.dll/href/SH001/BOTLEADERBOARD/SPORTS/-1/-1/SPORTS/963/;URL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.venicemainstreet.com%2Fdirectories%2Fapparelshoesjewelry.htm
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=ADVERTISE
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=JOBSWITHUS
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/subscribe?CATEGORY=NLETTER
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=RSS&Template=ovr3

	heraldtribune.com
	Builders take on fees


	CJLEBBCHBIKJIHOPADMODAJJIBOADCIP: 
	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: [Choose a day]

	f2: 

	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: %
	f3: 20050226

	f4: 




