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Cape denies impact fee hike
» Cape Coral
« Estero Park proposal sought increase of $4,000

 Fort Myers

 Lehigh Acres
* N. Fort Myers
e S. Fort Myers

* Sports A proposed $4,000 increase in Cape Coral's park
* Prep Sports impact fee was too rich for the City Council's taste

IN OTHER BUSINESS
The Cape Coral City Council on Monday also:
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$5,152. The latest increase occurred in 2003.
» Approved a $38,310 contract with Hartman
Council members asked the city staff to find some other Associates for a study of the city's utility impact fees.
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Tax increases often follow impact fee increases to pay
for the daily care and operation of the parks, said Patti

Schnell, executive director of the Cape Coral
Construction Industry Association. The council's
comments were encouraging, she said.
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Councilman Jim Jeffers said he was concerned that the
proposed park impact fee increase, when combined with
proposed fire, police and emergency medical service
impact fees, would raise the total impact fee to about
$17,700.
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On top of that, the city approved a contract Monday to
ASSISTANT/TECH Dr

conduct a study on updating the city's utility impact fees. | §

The park fee was recommended in a study done by STANLEY STEEMER
Burton & Associates. It's based on the minimum state
recommendations for parks, said Steve McDonald of All Top Jobs

Burton & Associates.
About Top Jobs

The study anticipates 89,930 new residents over the next five years. It will cost $130.4 million to provide the land
and facilities they'll require. Impact fees won't come in all at once, so with financing, the cost increases to an
estimated $245.8 million, McDonald said.

The study only shows what the plans will cost, McDonald said. The council can reduce the number and size of the
proposed projects, which include 10 neighborhood parks.

Councilwoman Dolores Bertolini proposed dedicating a portion of property taxes to parks and suggested that the
city require developers to donate land for parks as part of their projects.

Mayor Eric Feichthaler said the proposed increase was excessive and an impediment to people who move to the
city. Something about half the size of the increase might be more appropriate, he said.

The city's park plans provide a basic park system, City Manager Terry Stewart said. Had a higher fee
recommended in 2002 been passed, the city wouldn't need such a large increase now, he said.

The high price of land today contributes to the need, said Steve Pohiman, parks and recreation director.
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