
Charlotte may raise impact fees to fund growth

HOME  SARASOTA  VENICE  MANATEE  EAST MANATEE  CHARLOTTE  NORTH PORT  ENGLEWOOD  

 

 Home » Sports

Print this article

E-mail this article

Letter to editor

Top news
●     Pop Warner champions 

●     Red tide kills 79 manatees off Southwest Florida in 2005 

●     Dermatologist's offices remain open despite FBI investigation 

●     Ex-officer chronicles Venice's police department, warts and all 

●     Student has prior rape charge 

●     Charlotte may raise impact fees to fund growth 

Business
●     Boat maker signs lease in Palmetto 

Sports
●     Booker Tornadoes: Not this year 

A&E
●     People today 

Opinion
●     An unwelcome guest 

Advertisement

Subscribe Visitor 
guide

Search         Saturday, December 10, 2005 

http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051210/NEWS/512100344/1006/SPORTS (1 of 5)12/10/2005 7:12:16 AM

http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/frontpage
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=NEWS0101
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=NEWS0105
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=NEWS0102
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=NEWS0107&template=ovr4
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=NEWS0103
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=NEWS0106
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=NEWS0104
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/frontpage
http://adx.heraldtribune.com/apps/adx.dll/href/SH001/topleaderboard/SPORTS/-1/-1/SPORTS/979/;URL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ventureltd.com%2F
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/frontpage
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?Date=20051210&Category=NEWS&ArtNo=512100344&SectionCat=SPORTS&Template=printart
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?Date=20051210&Category=NEWS&ArtNo=512100344&SectionCat=SPORTS&Template=printart
javascript:NewWindow(450,467,'/apps/pbcs.dll/art_tips?Date=20051210&Category=NEWS&ArtNo=512100344&SiteData=SH&Profile=1006&SectionCat=SPORTS');
javascript:NewWindow(450,467,'/apps/pbcs.dll/art_tips?Date=20051210&Category=NEWS&ArtNo=512100344&SiteData=SH&Profile=1006&SectionCat=SPORTS');
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=OPINION04
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=OPINION04
http://www.heraldtribune.com/
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051210/NEWS/512100379/1006/SPORTS
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051210/NEWS/512100349/1006/SPORTS
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051210/NEWS/512100309/1006/SPORTS
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051210/NEWS/512100454/1006/SPORTS
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051210/NEWS/512100351/1006/SPORTS
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=BUSINESS
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051210/BUSINESS/512100591/1006/SPORTS
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=SPORTS
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051210/SPORTS/512100328/1006
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=FEATURES
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051210/FEATURES/512100358/1006/SPORTS
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=OPINION01&template=ovr2
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051210/OPINION/512100684/1006/SPORTS
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=SUBSCRIBE&template=ovr2
http://www.heraldtribune.com/visitorguide
http://www.heraldtribune.com/visitorguide
http://www.michaelsaunders.com/


Charlotte may raise impact fees to fund growth

 
Update

WHAT'S NEW: Charlotte County impact fees -- taxes earmarked for infrastructure improvements -- are going to rise soon, county officials said.

THE STORY SO FAR: Charlotte's average impact fees are much lower than the state average and nearby Sarasota and Manatee counties. County officials say the fees 
need to rise to keep up with growth. Building industry representatives fear it will hurt the construction trade.

http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051210/NEWS/512100344/1006/SPORTS (2 of 5)12/10/2005 7:12:16 AM




Charlotte may raise impact fees to fund growth

WHAT'S NEXT: The county is expecting a draft of its new impact fee structure before Christmas.

Charlotte may raise impact fees to fund growth
By PATRICK WHITTLE
patrick.whittle@heraldtribune.com

CHARLOTTE COUNTY -- After years of luring developers and home builders with swaths of buildable land and low taxes, Charlotte 
County's impact fees are going to increase, county officials said.

The county's impact fees -- taxes charged on new homes and businesses to help pay for growth -- are not enough to keep roads, 
schools and services in step with population growth, budget officer Ray Sandrock said Thursday.

Charlotte charges an average of $2,510 for the impact on infrastructure of a new single-family home. That's about $3,000 less than 
Sarasota County, $9,000 less than Manatee and $3,700 less than the state average.

It can't continue like that, and the proof is in the county's books, Sandrock said. Charlotte's road budget is operating at a deficit of 
more than $100 million, he said.

Building industry representatives counter that the new fees will hurt the construction trade, drive up the cost of housing and worsen 
the county's affordable housing problem.

County officials expect a debate on the subject when Charlotte receives a proposed new impact fee structure from a University of 
Florida professor.

The study should arrive before Christmas, said Sandrock, who is positive it will recommend higher fees.

"It's to balance new developments with new services, not 'Let's slam the developers,'" he said. "Striking the balance is the key."

Charlotte hasn't significantly increased the impact fees for single family homes in more than 10 years, Sandrock said.

James Nicholas, the UF professor, declined to speculate what the new fee could be, but said "everything would indicate that the 
impact fee would be going up."

Nicholas, who helped write some of Florida's first impact fee laws, is making recommendations about the county's fees for roads, 
libraries, parks, government facilities and public safety. He is expected to write another draft for a potential school impact fee in the 
future.
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Charlotte, unlike more heavily developed Manatee and Sarasota counties, does not have a school impact fee.

Shannon Chesser, a former chief executive officer of the Charlotte Builders and Contractors Association, said higher fees might hurt 
the construction industry more than they improve infrastructure.

In a county where building is a big part of the economy, it could be unwise to heap new costs on home buyers, Chesser said.

"When you look around, what is the industry in Charlotte County? 
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