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Clay County Commissioners say they hope to stimulate the local economy, possibly by cutting at |east
one of their impact fees.

Clay County Government isworking with a budget that's several million dollarsin the hole.

"The next fiscal year which is 2009-2010, will probably be as bad as we've seen and possibly worse,"
says Commissioner Travis Cummings, who warns that some county services may be cut in the coming
fiscal year.

But in a5-0 vote, Cummings and the other members of the Clay County Commission are in favor of
cutting the transportation impact fee - saying it will give residents more money to put back into the local
economy, through home building and home buying.

"My biggest concern is on the commercial side,” Cummings added. "I think that anything we can do to
stimulate and attract any type of commercial growth during these timesis very important.”

Cummings says the transportation impact fee was enacted in January and not too many funds have been
collected so far. And with construction at alull, he doesn't forsee spending too many more dollars on
roads in the near future.

There was only asmall number of critics among the roomful of supporters for striking down the impact
fee. Those against the commission's decision say it won't bring enough revenue back into the county and
officials would end up raising fees or taxes again anyway.
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County Commissioners say new fees or taxes can't be ruled out as they begin budget talks within the
coming months.

Cummings says he's only in favor of keeping the transportation impact fee temporarily suspended, and
the commissioners agreed to a two-year suspension. The planning commission will also rule on the
decision, and it will go back to the commission for final approval in late April.
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Reducing taxes and fees to stimulate
Here'sa group of elected officials that really get it. What's wrong with Congress and our Marxist
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President?
By ricardo maxwell @ 03/11/09 12:52:10 PMreport abuse

Give money back? REALLY?

Pardon my shock, but | livein Duval County where we tax the everything including the rain that
falls on our property! :-(

Maybe it's time to take another ook at Clay County.

By Steve @ 03/10/09 08:03:34 PMreport abuse
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