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Williams asked Young to recalculate the proposed fee without considering costs for
the classsize amendment. He said state lawmakers should be responsible for
paying for the amendment, not homeowners.

"Is it fair, does it make sense, is it defensible, to ask people buying houses in the
next five years to step up to the plate and pay up where the Legislature has not?"
he said.
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Williams estimated that dropping class-size considerations from the calculation
would drop the proposed fee from $8,767 to between $5,000 and $6,000.
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The committee unanimously backed Williams' request for a new set of numbers,
although several board members expressed concern about paying for the
amendment if Polk County doesn't receive help from the Legislature.

"There's no certainty here," said Committee Chairman Robert Dodd. "I'm tired of
kids in overcrowded, portable classroom environments. . . . But if we end up going
down this road, | want somebody to give me answers about how we're going to pay
for new classrooms."

The committee still could endorse the original $8,767 fee. But the new calculation
will give members a different perspective as they work on a recommendation for
county commissioners.

Meanwhile, the committee began debating rates for a new impact fee for libraries.

Young suggested that new single-family homes should be assessed $130 to build
and maintain libraries.

Impact fees are charged against new development to defray the cost of providing
services to new homes and businesses. The fees cannot be used to make up
existing deficits.

Rebecca Mahoney can be reached at rebecca.mahoney@theledger.com or 863-
802-7548.
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Sunday's Ledger. Subscribe Now.
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