Opinion

LEARN MORE ABOUT
VISA'S 2005 NFL

PROMOTION >

Home HNews Entertainment Communities Jobs Automotive Real Estate

Classifieds

Shopping Customer Service

Editorial Page

floridatodaygcom

Ll
LAMINATESTORE
CHTERNATIHAL

MAIN NEWS Complete FLORIDA TODAY coverage delivered to your door. Subscribe now.
Home Page
Local B Email this page to a friend.

Space
National/World

September 22, 2005

Sports Pay now, or later
Outdoors
Business Brevard's nearly $1 billion budget meets many needs but |ets other
Life essentials go
Editorial Page
Growth.

Columnists

Obituaries That, in aword, iswhat Brevard County is all about.
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Weather Just since 2000, 44,000 new residents -- roughly the population of Titusville --
Community have poured into our community.
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About Me Meeting the needs of the area's 520,000 people is a huge challenge, and it's why we
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First, the good news.

The budget provides $14 million for a desperately needed expansion of the
Brevard County Jail, plus funding for more sheriff's deputies, expansions of library
and park services, and money for some new roads.

But it fell short of covering along to-do list, including:
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. Expansion and improvements for the county's 40-year-old emergency operations
center in Rockledge, the command post for hurricanes.

(0w Cadl 259-5000 Teday)
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. Updating of the county's emergency radio communications system -- key in
hurricane response and recovery.

. Repairsfor the roofs of many county buildings, including the Titusville
courthouse.
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« Deaths hit Texas before Hurricane
Rita

« New Orleans deals with new round
of floods

« Bus fire Kills 24 Texas rest home
evacuees

« American held in Iraq tells of
torture

« Couple to aid evacuees with $258M

jackpot
« Moms of dead troops to gather for

protest

« Gay bishop predicts Anglican
church split

« Md. arson suspect may have set
new fire

« Psychologist testifies in Abu Ghraib
case

« Owners of R.1. club file for
bankruptcy

national business headlines

« Refiners applying Katrina lessons to

Rita

« Dow closes down 2, Nasdaq gains 6
« Entergy unit seeks bankruptcy
protection

« Change in law spurs bankruptcy
filings

« Prosecutors, SEC probe Frist stock
sale

« Oil prices sink as Hurricane Rita
weakens

« Insurers must market confusing Rx

program
« Study of promising cancer drug
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Dining/Taste . A $300 million backlog on building new roads and upgrade others. + Goodyear to close plants in
. . . restructuring
Music & Nightlife « Santana becoming Cy Young

Commissioners are looking at extending the local option gas tax from 14 yearsto

. . . ) contender again
20 years, which could raise $45 million through bond issues.

Arts & Literature

Surf Scene

Lodging It'sasmart proposal that should be done.

Shoppin
But it would still leave the rest of the road projects unfunded while traffic gets
worse and costs rise by the day.

That's why taxpayers are so ill-served by the continued refusal of Commissioners
Ron Pritchard, Helen Voltz and Jackie Colon to boost the transportation impact fee
on new-home construction.

Raising the fee to $4,353 would lay some of the cost of growth on those who cause
it, an approach strongly supported by the public.

Instead, the commissioners refusal to OK the move puts more of growth's costs
onto the backs of every taxpayer.

That the county's budget has reached nearly $1 billion makes Brevard's
increasingly urban makeup unmistakable.

Thisis no longer asleepy coastal region. It's a fast-growing metropolitan area that
reguires a sophisticated, long-range view of civic requirements.

Instead, blind mantras by some commissioners against the transportation impact
fee hike -- accompanied by unproven claims of mgjor "budget fat" -- create arising
tide of trade-offs as the quality of life gets worse.

In the end, putting off what should be done now only means Brevard's taxpayers
will have pay more later -- and that means you.
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