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Plum raises development impact fee

By Brian Bowling
TRIBUNE-REVIEW

Thursday, December 29, 2005

Plum has raised the price of building a house by $1,000, but borough
officials don't think a new impact fee will slow development.

By funding road projects that ease traffic congestion around new
developments, the fee will likely encourage development, said Plum
planning Director Greg Bachy.

"It's not going to stop development, it's going to put the burden of paying
for traffic improvements on the developers,” he said.
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Cranberry was the first community in the state in 1989 to pass a traffic fee ordinance, said Cranberry
manager Jerry Andree. Cranberry and its sister township in the eastern part of the state, Manheim,

lobbied the state legislature to pass a law allowing the move.

Select a website

TribClassifieds

Search Classifieds
AutoLIVE.com
Real Estate
PaJobMatch.com

Shopping

Search Local Stores

Search Newspaper
Ads

Buy & Sell Tickets
Grocery Coupons

A.PghLIVE.com
Daily news e-mail
E-mail newsletters
Screensavers
Free e-mail

addresses

YourNeighborhoods
YourNorthHills.com
YourSewickley.com
YourBaldwin.com
Your-Brentwood.

com
YourPleasanthills.

com



http://www.tribtotalmedia.com/
http://www.pajobmatch.com/
http://www.autolive.com/
http://www.tribrealestate.com/
http://shop.pittsburghlive.com/
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/classifieds/
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/trib/
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/sports/steelerslive/
http://www2.pittsburghlive.com/linktracker/offsite.php?site=http://www.kqv.com
http://www2.pittsburghlive.com/linktracker/offsite.php?site=http://www.thepittsburghchannel.com/
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/
http://a.tribalfusion.com/h.click/FUCWQHLLJGSGDLNBQSTQJFMOIKONWEQUPLHPKFJYUNITLJQJCPNHGPFLDCTWPLULINHPSFCLK/http://clk.atdmt.com/AVE/go/trblfhtl0230000125ave/direct;wi.728;hi.90/01/660569881
http://pittsburghlive.com/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/membership/login.php?url=%2Fx%2Ftribune-review%2Ftrib%2Ftribeast%2Fs_407724.html
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/membership/login.php?url=%2Fx%2Ftribune-review%2Ftrib%2Ftribeast%2Fs_407724.html
http://www.1800909trib.com/searchzips.php
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/blogs/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/business/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/nie/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/education/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/election/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/health/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/trib/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/trib/pittsburgh/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/trib/westmoreland/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/trib/fayette/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/trib/regional/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/trib/tribnorth/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/trib/tribeast/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/trib/tribsouthwest/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/trib/newssummary/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/trib/roadwork/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/trib/policecourts/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/trib/mostread/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/trib/history/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/middleeastreports/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/obituaries/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/photogallery/dayinpictures/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/search/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/specialreports/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/tribpm/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/webspecials/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/trib/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/sports/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/opinion/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/entertainment/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/style/
http://discuss.pittsburghlive.com/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/classifieds/
http://www.shoplocal.com/pittsburghtribune/new_user_entry.aspx?CityStateZip=15212
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/trib/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/trib/tribeast/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/pittsburgh/
javascript:history.back()
javascript:open_print(407724);
javascript:open_print(407724);
javascript:open_email(407724);
javascript:open_email(407724);
http://www.1800909trib.com/searchzips.php
http://www.1800909trib.com/searchzips.php
http://www.1800909trib.com/searchzips.php
mailto:bbowling@tribweb.com
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/classifieds/
http://www.autolive.com/
http://www.tribrealestate.com/
http://www.pajobmatch.com/
http://shop.pittsburghlive.com/
http://shopping.pittsburghlive.com/
http://shopping.pittsburghlive.com/
http://pittsburghlive.stubhub.com/
http://microsite.coupons.com/GMS/Login.asp?pid=10153&ZID=&NID=2
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/mypghlive/topheadlines.php
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/mypghlive/index.php#newsletters
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/mypghlive/screensavers.php
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/mypghlive/
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/mypghlive/
http://www2.pittsburghlive.com/linktracker/jump.php?url=http://www.yournorthhills.com&nav=fourthrail
http://www2.pittsburghlive.com/linktracker/jump.php?url=http://www.yoursewickley.com&nav=fourthrail
http://www2.pittsburghlive.com/linktracker/jump.php?url=http://www.yourbaldwin.com&nav=fourthrail
http://www2.pittsburghlive.com/linktracker/jump.php?url=http://www.your-brentwood.com&nav=fourthrail
http://www2.pittsburghlive.com/linktracker/jump.php?url=http://www.your-brentwood.com&nav=fourthrail
http://www2.pittsburghlive.com/linktracker/jump.php?url=http://www.yourpleasanthills.com&nav=fourthrail
http://www2.pittsburghlive.com/linktracker/jump.php?url=http://www.yourpleasanthills.com&nav=fourthrail

Plum raises devel opment impact fee - PittsburghLIVE.com
Weather

"We needed a plan. We had to transfer the cost of

road improvements to the developers. It's saying
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" - » Andree said. "It's good planning and more and
more communities are doing it."
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Pittsburgh Trib

poie nens DiSpaich The study has to predict how the borough's

Va”Zy I remaining empty lots will be developed and what road work will be needed to handle the extra traffic
Leader Times created by the development. Dividing the estimated cost of all the road work by the anticipated number
Blairsville Dispatch of residential, commercial and industrial developments will give the borough its impact fee structure.

Gateway Newspapers

bartners Bachy said the borough's 10-member impact fee study committee plans to have those answers by
SkiEngine.com December 2006. The committee includes Plum's seven planning commissioners plus a realtor, a
EVIEELECVE S developer and a builder.

KQV Radio

Plum is paying Trans Associates of Robinson $115,000 to help the committee find the answers. The
committee held its first meeting on Dec. 19.

%:;R;.Ig&n".'hrr;‘"r" Mike Thomas, Plum's manager, said the $1,000 residential fee is based on the state law that allows

municipalities to collect the fee.
"With a residential development, it's pretty cut and dried," he said.

Three hundred residential units, for example, mean at least 300 more cars using local streets, Thomas
said.

The committee could determine that the extra road work needed to handle each car is less than
$1,000. If that happens, the borough will refund developers the difference, he said. If the committee
determines the road work per car is more than $1,000, the borough can only collect the higher amount
on future developments. The borough can't collect it for developments already charged the lower fee,
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Thomas said.

Calculating the impact of commercial and industrial developments is more complicated because the
borough has to estimate their contribution to peak traffic hours. A retail store, for example, would tend
to add more traffic than an industrial building whose employees work a single shift.

Due to the complexity, state law prohibits Plum and other municipalities from collecting estimated fees
on commercial and industrial project until they complete the impact fee study, Thomas said.

Bachy said Plum can't start spending even the residential impact fees until the study is finished, and it
has to spend the money in the same approximate area as the development. The borough will have two

or more development zones, and money from a project in one zone has to be spent in that same zone,
but not necessary next door to the project, he added.

"It might not be at the end of the street of the development, it might be two miles down the road," he
said.

The borough estimates the fee will generate about $100,000 a year, which is enough for some paving
and signal work.

"We're not going to be able to rebuild road corridors with it," Bachy said.

Brian Bowling can be reached at bbowling@tribweb.com or (412) 320-7910.
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