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School district considers doubling impact fees
NBC2 News

Posted on: Friday, July 29, 2005

WMP 9 or higher required

LEE COUNTY — New homeowners could be paying 
even more for new schools in Lee County. A new 
impact fee study recommends those building new 
homes pay double what they do now.

Impact fees for single family homes could go up by 
more than $2,000 to a total of $4,345 for single family 
homes and $1,719 for multi-family units.

Mobile home owners could pay nearly $1,000.

The hike could bring the school district $90 million more dollars per year for the 
school district. The money would only be used towards building new schools.

The school district expects 6,000 new students per year for the next ten years.

The extreme growth, coupled with exploding real estate prices, digs a deep financial 
hole for the district. Higher impact fees will help the school district get out of debt.

But Michael Reitmann of the Building Industry Association believes a fee increase of 
this magnitude would make Lee County's working class suffer.

"The school teachers, nurses, firemen, construction workers – as a result of the 
dramatic increase, they are going to be less able to purchase that first home," 
Reitmann said.

The school board is crunching the numbers and will decide if it's going to go through 
with the impact fee boost at Tuesday night's meeting. 

© 2005 by NBC2 NEWS. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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