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State home builders' group says impact-fee bill is needed

There's been much talk recently about the need to improve Florida's growth-management system. The issue has 
gained so much momentum that our elected leaders have made growth management a top priority for the current 
legislative session.

Florida, the fourth largest state, is home to more than 16 million citizens. Our robust economy, wealth of jobs 
and overall quality of life are among what attracts new citizens to our state each day.

While home builders have been working hard to help meet the housing demands of our ever-growing population, 
Florida's infrastructure has not maintained the steady pace necessary to meet our needs. Schools are crowded, 
highways are clogged and our water supply system is often overtasked.

Florida's growth-management system does not receive adequate funding from state coffers, thereby forcing local 
governments to become "creative" and find other sources of revenue to meet their infrastructure needs. 
Routinely, municipalities impose impact fees on new construction as a way to make "growth pay its fair share."

But this system is unbalanced. New construction is the only growth source being taxed with hefty impact fees. 
Buyers of cars and trucks, for instance, are not forced to pay a fee for the additional burden another vehicle has 
on our heavily traveled highways.

Making matters worse, there's a lack of uniformity in the way new-home construction impact fees are imposed. 
Some counties' impact fees are merely a few hundred dollars; others are as high as $20,000 (that's in addition to 
the price of the home). Some counties allow for impact-fee credits based on the amount of taxes and other fees 
paid, but others do not. And last, new-construction impact fees are being assessed for everything from parks and 
recreation to law enforcement, libraries, roads and schools.

With the Legislature so closely focused on growth management, now is the appropriate time to strike a balance in 
the way Florida funds its infrastructure. Members of the Florida Home Builders Association believe in paying 
our fair share, but new-home construction shouldn't be forced to carry the entire growth problem.

In Gov. Jeb Bush's recent State of the State address, he said, "Development must be tied directly to the 
infrastructure it will use, and growth decisions must be made accordingly."

We couldn't agree more.

That's why we are supporting legislation that would give counties more power to raise 
Continued
1 | 2 | Next >> 

Last modified: March 30. 2005 12:00AM 

http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050330/COLUMNIST13/503300622 (2 of 4)3/31/2005 8:32:59 AM

http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050330/COLUMNIST13/503300622&Page=2
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050330/COLUMNIST13/503300622&Page=2


State home builders' group says impact-fee bill is needed

Employment ads 
from Florida 
newspapers

Central Florida:
Operations Mgr 
Company name 
withheld 

Central Florida:
Quality Control 
Inspector 
Suncoast Heat 
Treat 

Central Florida:
PA 
Company name 
withheld 

Central Florida:
Construction 
Project Manager 
Company Name 
Withheld 

View all jobs 
About Florida Top 

Jobs 

 
Click on any link below to see an ad

FLOORING
INSTALLERS

Creative Touch
more» 

AVAILABLE PO SITIONS
For the career that

more» 

SURVEY CREW Members needed immed in Saraso- ta
more» 

MEDICAL Tran scriptionist / In Office -In search
more» 

NURSING PROF ESSIONALS CARE for those who trust us 
more» 

» View all jobs 

http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050330/COLUMNIST13/503300622 (3 of 4)3/31/2005 8:32:59 AM

javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=234790', '234790', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=234790', '234790', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=234792', '234792', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=234792', '234792', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=234792', '234792', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=234766', '234766', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=234766', '234766', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=234234', '234234', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=234234', '234234', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_detail.cfm?ad_id=234234', '234234', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
javascript:newWindow = window.open( 'http://209.215.175.86/cfapps/27/jobs_more.cfm?&site_id=27&rail_type=jobs', '234234', 'width=500,height=400,toolbar=0,location=0,directories=0,status=0,menuBar=0,scrollBars=1,resizable=1' ); newWindow.focus();
http://www.floridatopjobs.com/
http://www.floridatopjobs.com/
javascript:NewWindow(500,600,'/apps/pbcs.dll/dclassifieds?Date=20050327&Category=TOPJOBS&Class=3&Type=CAT2900&ArtNo=503240317');
javascript:NewWindow(500,600,'/apps/pbcs.dll/dclassifieds?Date=20050327&Category=TOPJOBS&Class=3&Type=CAT2900&ArtNo=503098218');
javascript:NewWindow(500,600,'/apps/pbcs.dll/dclassifieds?Date=20050326&Category=TOPJOBS&Class=3&Type=CAT2900&ArtNo=503239940');
javascript:NewWindow(500,600,'/apps/pbcs.dll/dclassifieds?Date=20050327&Category=TOPJOBS&Class=3&Type=CAT2900&ArtNo=503099469');
javascript:NewWindow(500,600,'/apps/pbcs.dll/dclassifieds?Date=20050327&Category=TOPJOBS&Class=3&Type=CAT2900&ArtNo=503096035');
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=TOPJOBS


State home builders' group says impact-fee bill is needed

 

Missed a day's news?   

Site Index | Contact Us 

 

heraldtribune.com | Advertise With Us | Jobs With Us | Join Newsletter | RSS feeds
Serving the Herald-Tribune newspaper and SNN Channel 6 © Sarasota Herald-Tribune. All rights reserved.

 

http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050330/COLUMNIST13/503300622 (4 of 4)3/31/2005 8:32:59 AM

http://adx.heraldtribune.com/apps/adx.dll/href/SH001/SIDEAD01/COLUMNIST13/-1/-1/COLUMNIST/2159/;URL=http%3A%2F%2Fthunderrun.oda.edu%2F
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=INDEX
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=CONTACT
http://adx.heraldtribune.com/apps/adx.dll/href/SH001/BOTLEADERBOARD/COLUMNIST13/-1/-1/COLUMNIST/1009/;URL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sarasotacoast.com
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=ADVERTISE
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=JOBSWITHUS
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/subscribe?CATEGORY=NLETTER
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=RSS&Template=ovr3

	heraldtribune.com
	State home builders' group says impact-fee bill is needed


	NDNFCMEIPNIPECEOGLFLBHJDNPNOHIID: 
	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: [Choose a day]

	f2: 

	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f4: herald
	f5: Herald
	f6: Herald
	f7: xml_no_dtd
	f8: 0
	f9: D:S:d1

	f2: Go
	f3: 




