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% Herﬂlll'lll‘ih““e [:[lm POWERED BY E‘E] ) | AND THE HERALD-TRIBUNE %
|

{l'.'.‘_l'u‘ls_'! Saunders
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA'S INFORMATION LEADER -

Search — Thursday, March 31, 2005 ScCompany

OPINIO
OPINI

NEWS COMMUNITY BUSINESS SPORTS A&E
HELP

Editorials Columnists Letters Submit Letter Sunday Perspectives Hot Topics

JOBS AUTOS REAL ESTATE CLASSIFIEDS

v j )f‘"/f:'f.;f’f Vil @ ‘

Home » Columnists » Guest columnist
=k Print | s~ E-mail friend | [] Letter to editor

More columns
.. Coley remembrance

.. Community college welcomes nursing education endowment

.. Local growth control is at stake

.. Expert on aging sees big changes ahead for America

Top news
.. Seafood lovers invasion

.. Charlotte girl has E. coli disease

. Police station price doubles

.. Sarasota sheriff considers faith-based jail program

.. Deputies arrest sex offender

. Legislature moves against sex offenders

Business
.. DVR boxes hard to come by for Bright House customers

Sports
.. String quartet soars in intimate setting

A&E
.. For women by women

Opinion
.. Democrats' leader is a GOP dream

Visitor Guide
» Attractions

» Lodgings
» Beaches

» Golf

SATURDAY

g

Shake our hips
The Monday-afternoon hula dancing classes in Englewood emphasize the aerobic, thank you very much.
Saturday in Play

» Coming Soon

http://www.heral dtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dii/article?A1 D=/20050330/COL UM NI ST 13/503300622 (1 of 4)3/31/2005 8:32:59 AM


http://www.heraldtribune.com/
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=NEWS0101
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=NEWS0105
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=NEWS0102
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=NEWS0107
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=NEWS0103
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=NEWS0106
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=NEWS0104
http://www.heraldtribune.com/
http://www.heraldtribune.com/
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=COMMUNITY
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=BUSINESS
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=SPORTS
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=FEATURES
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=OPINION01
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=JOBS
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=AUTOS
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=REALESTATE
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=CLASSIFIEDS
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=HELP
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=OPINION01
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=COLUMNIST
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=OPINION02
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=OPINION04
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=OPINION05
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=HOTTOPICS
http://adx.heraldtribune.com/apps/adx.dll/href/SH001/topleaderboard/COLUMNIST13/-1/-1/COLUMNIST/1672/;URL=http%3A%2F%2Flabellasara.com%2F
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/frontpage
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=COLUMNIST
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=COLUMNIST13
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?Date=20050330&Category=COLUMNIST13&ArtNo=503300622&SectionCat=&Template=printart
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?Date=20050330&Category=COLUMNIST13&ArtNo=503300622&SectionCat=&Template=printart
javascript:NewWindow(450,467,'/apps/pbcs.dll/art_tips?Date=20050330&Category=COLUMNIST13&ArtNo=503300622&SiteData=SH&SectionCat=');
javascript:NewWindow(450,467,'/apps/pbcs.dll/art_tips?Date=20050330&Category=COLUMNIST13&ArtNo=503300622&SiteData=SH&SectionCat=');
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=OPINION04
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=OPINION04
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050329/COLUMNIST13/503290426
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050328/COLUMNIST13/503280484
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050324/COLUMNIST13/503240716
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050319/COLUMNIST13/503190485
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050331/NEWS/503310341/0/COLUMNIST13
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050331/NEWS/503310727/0/COLUMNIST13
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050331/NEWS/503310595/0/COLUMNIST13
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050331/NEWS/503310597/0/COLUMNIST13
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050331/NEWS/503310684/0/COLUMNIST13
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050331/NEWS/503310379/0/COLUMNIST13
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050331/BUSINESS/503310312/0/COLUMNIST13
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050331/SPORTS/503310401/0/COLUMNIST13
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050331/FEATURES/503310395/0/COLUMNIST13
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050331/OPINION/503310362/0/COLUMNIST13
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/ptshowguide?CATEGORY=VISITORGUIDE&MainCat=2265&SubCat=2331
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?CATEGORY=VISITORGUIDE&Class=55&Type=55010
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/ptshowguide?CATEGORY=VISITORGUIDE&MainCat=2260
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/ptshowguide?CATEGORY=VISITORGUIDE&MainCat=1450
javascript:NewWindow(705,610,'/apps/pbcsi.dll/bilde?Site=SH&http://imgsrv.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcsi.dll/bilde?Avis=SH&Dato=20050329&Kategori=COMINGSOON&Lopenr=50329016&Ref=AR&MaxW=700&title=1');
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=COMINGSOON
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=SUBSCRIBE
http://www.michaelsaunders.com/
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=OPINION01

State home builders’ group says impact-fee bill is needed

Advertising Links

State home builders' group says impact-fee bill is needed

There's been much talk recently about the need to improve Florida's growth-management system. The issue has
gained so much momentum that our elected |eaders have made growth management a top priority for the current
legislative session.

Florida, the fourth largest state, is home to more than 16 million citizens. Our robust economy, wealth of jobs
and overall quality of life are among what attracts new citizens to our state each day.

While home builders have been working hard to help meet the housing demands of our ever-growing population,
Florida's infrastructure has not maintained the steady pace necessary to meet our needs. Schools are crowded,
highways are clogged and our water supply system is often overtasked.

Florida's growth-management system does not receive adequate funding from state coffers, thereby forcing local
governments to become "creative"' and find other sources of revenue to meet their infrastructure needs.
Routinely, municipalities impose impact fees on new construction as a way to make "growth pay itsfair share."

But this system is unbalanced. New construction is the only growth source being taxed with hefty impact fees.
Buyers of cars and trucks, for instance, are not forced to pay afee for the additional burden another vehicle has
on our heavily traveled highways.

Making matters worse, there's alack of uniformity in the way new-home construction impact fees are imposed.
Some counties impact fees are merely afew hundred dollars; others are as high as $20,000 (that's in addition to
the price of the home). Some counties allow for impact-fee credits based on the amount of taxes and other fees
paid, but others do not. And last, new-construction impact fees are being assessed for everything from parks and
recreation to law enforcement, libraries, roads and schools.

With the Legislature so closely focused on growth management, now is the appropriate time to strike abalancein
the way Florida fundsitsinfrastructure. Members of the Florida Home Builders Association believe in paying
our fair share, but new-home construction shouldn't be forced to carry the entire growth problem.

In Gov. Jeb Bush's recent State of the State address, he said, "Development must be tied directly to the
infrastructure it will use, and growth decisions must be made accordingly."

We couldn't agree more.

That's why we are supporting legislation that would give counties more power to raise
Continued
1|2 | Next >>
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