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At least 12 to 15 developers have already requested or been granted commitments of
allocations, five made their requests at Tuesday’s four-hour meeting.

So far, commissioners have outstanding commitments that grant 134,000 gallons of
future sewer flow allocations at or near completion of the expansion project. That
number represents only a percentage of what has been officially requested.

The expansion, which has yet to go through the bidding process, could take from 12
to 18 months to complete, he said.

In addition to curtailing any more sewer flow allocations, commissioners passed a
resolution that would be adopted for each project. Those resolutions include a “sunset
clause” that places an 18-month time limit on developers to complete the project or
lose the allocation.

The resolution directly affects those developers who made their sewer allocation
requests on Tuesday and any who apply thereafter, Faison said. It would not apply to
those who had already received approval before the meeting.

Faison termed the sunset clause loosely as a “use it or lose it” policy that prevents
any developer or land owner from banking sewer flow allocations.

Another requirement of the resolution requires developers to dedicate any project-
funded utilities to the town. The design and construction of those are typically based
on minimizing the developer’s initial cost, disregarding operation and maintenance
costs, expansion potential or service reliability, the resolution states.

In addition, the resolution requires developers to pay any impact fees attached to
projects up front or no later than when building permits are issued.

“That’s not the way it has worked out in the past,” Faison said. “This is a move in the
right direction.”

Commissioners also raised the commercial impact fees that relate to future
developments. The impact fee gives the town an outlet for recouping some of the
money invested in construction of infrastructure. The fee is based on the number of
daily usage in gallons.
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