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Council proposes impact fee
grace period

.

o

Berkeley County Coundil continues to grapple with continuing troubles at its Water
and Sanitation Authority and the issue of whether the public was adequately notified
of a proposed 130-percent impact fee increase this summer,

During its Water and Sanitation committee mesting last Monday night, ocouncil
member Tim Callanan proposed an amendment to a pending ordinance, Bill no, 08-
&6, thatwould set rates, charges and penalties for water and sewer services provided
by the Water and Sanitation Authority.

The amendment would provide a grace period for those residents who mnnect to
water and sewer lines,

Developer Tamara Haight requested council to change
zoning of a three-quarter tract of property on Old Hwy,
Thie amendment will be proposed during coundl’s Nov, 24 meeting as a means to =3

provide relief to customers wha say they were never notified of the impact fee

increase,
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Callanan wants council o extend the deadine for the impact fees from July 1 toDec. 8.

Extending the deadline will address the numerous complaints from residents and developers who said they were newver told of the inoease.

"The proposed amendment will offer a grace period for impact fees allowing oustomers to pay under the old rate while those who already paid
ther fees since July 1 will be allowed to request the difference of the costs,” Callanan said. It will also demand that any future fee dhanges be
adwertised in a newspaper of general dirculation.”

Residents contend that the Water and Sanitation Authority did not provide adequate notification of the rate change, a charge that Water and
Sanitatiocn disputes.

Because Monday night’s reading of the new impact fee ordinance was just the first reading, Callanan held off proposing his amendment until the
ordinance’s second reading at the Nov, 24 councl meeting. )

"I weant it known that I was against this ordinance from as far back as the budget mestings and I will vote against any ordinance increasing rates -
and impact fees,” said departing council member William Crosby whao will be replaced on council by Bob Call in 2009, .

The ordinance passed its first reading in committes by a 4-3 vote.

In other business Monday night, the Land Use Committes voted 1o deny a zoning request by Joe Jamb Development LLC to change the zoning crf:
a tract of land totaling more than tres-quarters of an acre off Old Highway 52 from PDMU (Planned Development District) to GC (General
Commercial District).

The zoning request sparked the ire of many residents who packed coundl chambers Monday night to protest the proposed zoning change dting
increased traffic, noise and danger.

Recenty gunfire had been reported on the proposed property.

"My teenage son was present at that property the night there was gunfire reported,” said councl member Steve Davis, "If we approve this zoning.
dhanged to general commercial we could subject ourselves to all sorts of Trouble. .

"I'm sarry, but whao knows what the property owners would do with that property then? They could do anything they wanted.”

The disputed property falls inside Davis's Sth District,

The company also owns a nearly five-acre tract of land adjacent to the disputed property recently annexed into the town of Moncks Comer.
Criginally, council wanted to tabie the zoning request to look into options it might have regarding the property.

“If w2 deny this zoning change the owners can merely take their case to the Town of Moncks Corner and request to be annexed into the town
lirnits and we would lose all control over this property,” said council member Dennis Fish,
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Residents contend the devdoper wants to open up a nightdub on the property called Club Upscale and say the dub would bring an unwanted
element into thelr residential area,

"If she wants to open up a club,” said one resident of owner Tamara Haight who was present at Monday night’s council meeting. "Let her open it
up inher backyard on Daniel Islard, not ours.”

The request was denied by a 7-0vote,
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1 comment(s ) found!
Property on Old Hwy. 52 owned by Joe Jacobs Development : 11/19/2008
A property owned by Joe Jacobs Deweloprment was annexed into Moncks Carner by the recent annexation. I don't know whether the property

menticned in the article is the same as the one annexed. This should be checked out, If it is now in the Town, it must be rezoned to mest
Town zoning requirements. During annexation, attempts to contact Joe Jambs Devdopment were unsucoassful,

Glenn Batten
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