Homebuilder concerns delay development fee vote - Today's Paper > Local News | Bakersfield.com - Kern County news, events, shopping & search

. Bakarsfigdd.e0pae e R&rALIILY N@M(Ssletters .| Mobile .i RSS
events, classifieds, shopping, ,&wm

iforni I I | [ search | Clear, TR
ﬁhl! makﬂﬁﬁf[h @anfﬂl‘mau ews earc ) 6o° rtvim
* forecat Gabinery |

- fombue |- O400APPpEr | FUERARTEReNT || [oRBeLe || PPBMRon |- FReEMESRieos | ["WGEUEGi0e | [MRRRes |
o Local

o Sports

Click here to Win

|-~ Eden Pure’ Infrared Heaters Handers Grreen Products Carri
Regularly priced $599.95 333 ’Limited S 661-872-0045 Underwood
Now Only Available 877-872-0045 tickets
Columnists .

L Gcﬁl.alleN ews ] four aii-inciusive reai esare guide
HoS8pectal @tayieraper = Bocal News

o EyeStreet

>L youl i 2
JORFy In parnersnip Win vando! Hot JODs

h RSS Feed & Print Story [ E-mail Story Buzz up!

Homebuilder concerns delay development elS* AULOS, pickUps, fecreation and
fee vote

BY JAMES BURGER, Californian staff writer
jburger@bakersfield.com | Tuesday, Oct 28 2008 1:24 PM
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Land developers are aimling to halt a small increase in the impact fees they pay in the county
areas of metropolitan Bakersfield. Place an Ad | Cheapskate | Deal of the Day
Related Stories: The move could also freeze a larger,
already-approved fee increase in Arhvertiserzent
. Chamber seeks citizeh oversight of development incorporated Bakersfield.
fee spending

On Monday, a lawyer for the Kern County
Homebuilders’ Association fired off an
aggressive letter to the county calling the
fee increase illegal.

. Committee green lighits higher development fees

. A threat of legal action underlies the
. Developers: Fees could hurt homebuyers, shoppers letter. So the county yanked the item off

. New fee could hurt h@mebuyers the Board of Supervisors’ Tuesday
meeting agenda.

Kern County Roads Commissioner Craig
Pope said the letter wasn't really what
prompted the delay. He said
homebuilders have some questions that
the county needs to reséarch answers for and “we want a program that is palatable to the
development community.”

“That's just a shotgun thing,” Pope said of the letter. “They're just trying to throw mud at it
and see what sticks.”

The county fight is overfa fee increase from $12,958 to $13,595 on the average new home. Astvertisensent

Pope thinks that may be because the $7,066 to $12,228 per home city fee increase, approved
last month, will not takel effect until 60 days after the county of Kern passes its fee.
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ngineer who has represented local homebuilders in duels over impact
ty and county have not shown homebuilders proof they need to pay
ES.

e that stopping the county fee would stall the city fee.

ried to stop the fee increase at the city, but succeeded only in getting

Bakersfield City Manager Alan Tandy has criticized developers for using stall tactics to delay

the fee — and argued p
federal funds routed to
Bakersfield.

Developers talked city |
May —to the $12,228 fe

werfully that the fee increase is needed to match $630 million in
reeway building in Bakersfield by former Rep. Bill Thomas, R-

aders into dropping the fee from $14,940 — the amount proposed in
e eventually approved in September.

In the second year the city fee will jump to $13,595.

An estimated 35,000 ho
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