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Impact fee debate shifts to commercial development
Contributed by Tom Palmer - Posted: February 18, 2009 12:10:22 PM
Polk County commissioners heard more about the evils of impact fees Wednesday. This time the issue was
whether Polk County's impact fees are a deterrent to commercial development that was chasing new development
- in this case an unnamed restaurant chain - to other Central Florida countics where impact fees are lower.
The majority of the commission appeared to buy the argument and will be discussing the issue in more detail at a
work session next month, saying they were concerned that they didn't want to put unnecessary barriers to job

growth and economic development.

Commissioner Bob English was skeptical, questioning whether impact fees were the deciding factor in determing
whether to locate in Polk County, trumping land costs, property taxes or any other development-related costs.
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He was assured by Jim Lee, who brought up the issue, that impact fees were the decisive issue.

Permalink: http://county.theledger.com/default.asp?item=2335080

Comments | Add Comment

Posted By: Chris (2/19/2009 3:12:10 PM)
Comment: I guess existing residents would not benefit at all from new growth. Maybe all new growth should be
pushed off on those counties crazy enough to want it.

Posted By: Franklin (2/19/2009 12:15:22 AM)

Comment: I guess the Commissioners just like to force existing residents to pay for the infrastructure costs of
new for-profit development - nothing like more taxation to subsidize the profits of private corporations. No
wonder we're having property tax revolts. Get the message - new growth needs to pay for new growth and not be
placed on the backs of existing, financially strapped residents.

Response: I belileve that sums up the issue.

Search All Blogs

Links
Ledger Staff Blogs

A Funny Guy

A Quick Bite
Auburndale & Lake Alfred: The Bridee to Central Polk

Bair Facts

Bartow-Fort Meade

Bucs Scene

Brews You Can Use
Capitol Comments

Central Florida Fishologv
Clothes Call

DivaDish

Endangered and Drained in Polk
Extra Holes in Polk County
Fantasv Clubhouse

First Person Shooter

For Shore Fishing

Hanging in Haven
Lakeland Lowdown

Live & Earn

Media Blitz

Mike Cobb on Sports

http://blogs.theledger.com/default. asp?item=233 5080 2/19/2009



The Ledger

Mostly Odds and Some Ends
Mulberry Matters

Northeast Polk Happenings
Now That's News To Mg
Photo Resolutions

Polk 911

Polk Commission Waich

Polk County College Sports
Polk I cisure Time

Polk Politics

Polk Preps

PolkMoms Blog

Rapping Sports with Rick B.
Reading, Writing and Blogging
Robin's Rx: Medical Blogging in Polk County

Scriptorium: A Religion Panorama
The Collective Hunch

The Outsider

The Scanlon Sheet

The South Ridge

What's New Online

What's on Michael's Mind

Ledger Event Blogs

Oscar Fashions

Grammy Fashions

Super Bowl 2007
Disaster Di's Storm Blog

Polk Blogs: News

Empirical Polk
Interstate4Jamming

Lakeland Local
Polk County News Blog
Polk Voice

Polk Blogs: Organizations

East Polk Committee of 100

Emerge Lakeland

Lakeland Police Department

USF Lakeland Library

Winter Haven Chamber of Commerce
South Lakeland eLibrary

Links

Recent Posts
Discussions
Calendar

Photo Albums
Contributors
Advanced Search

http://blogs.theledger.com/default. asp?item=233 5080

Page 3 of 5

2/19/2009



The Ledger Page 4 of 5

Recent Posts

+« No more ""Shackin' Up"
e Lake Wire Looks Better
« Warriors, Rovals Battle For 2nd Place

Recent Images

RSS Feeds

RSS Feeds

¢ Reccent Posts Feed

¢ Calendar Feed

Photo Albums Feed

Podcasts Feed

Contributors Feed

Events Calendar wore vents SUBMIT

EVENT

19 20 21 22
THU FRI SAT SUN

73

http://blogs.theledger.com/default. asp?item=233 5080 2/19/2009



The Ledger Page 5 of 5

e e
e - i s

e e

The Ledger.com Articles

e Most Read
¢ Most Emailed

. Distribution Center Coming to
Winter Haven

. Troopers Kill Woman After Chase

Contact Us
About Us
Advertising
Subscribe
Work for Us
Help

Privacy Policy
Corrections
RSS

Terms of Service
Photo Reprints
Site Map

© Copyright TheLedger.com — All rights reserved. Restricted Use only.

http://blogs.theledger.com/default. asp?item=233 5080 2/19/2009



