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The county should also press ahead with discussions to make should be
the impact fee apply countywide instead of being limited to spent

certain areas. countywide."

It has been 12 years since the Pima County Board of
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Supervisors approved a fee of $1,550 per new home to help pay for roads that would be needed by new residents. Related stories

. County considers raising new-home impact fee

The fee has been increased several times and now stands at about $4,600 per home. Chuck Huckelberry, the Pima County
Oct

« 30 »

With the recession driving home building and sales to their lowest levelsin decades, builders and real estate agents are _

administrator, says he will recommend an increase to $8,800 to be imposed before the middle of 2009.

rightly concerned about the increase, which would be passed along to buyers.

But if there are new developments, roads must be built to serve those residents. And with the county transportation budget
already stretched serving existing developed areas, new residents must "buy” into the infrastructure.

Under state law, transportation impact fees can be imposed in designated areas only, with the money raised in those areas
spent there for road improvements.

Huckelberry is recommending a regionwide impact fee - something that would require the cooperation of the incorporated
citiesin Pima County.

That isworth considering. New residents don't drive solely in their corner of the county. The impacts of growth and
additional traffic are felt regionwide. Several states allow regional impact fees, and Arizona should do the same.

Wed

Pima County should be able to spend money raised from impact fees anywhere on projects necessitated by growth. Search all events |

Dining Guide
With five cities and towns sprinkled across the unincorporated area of Pima County, roads can and do pass through several . gT'
ovie Times

TV listings
impact fee for transportation is alogical next step. Online Games

jurisdictions. The Regional Transportation Authority was created to bridge those jurisdictional gaps. Having aregionwide

Alan  |It's Fashion

. . . . . . [Zeman|Dogtober|show at
Current impact fees are based on road construction costs from six years ago. There is no question they must be increased so bart [at tghe St.

new development helps pay some of the additional costsit creates. of Humane (Philip's
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Because thisissueis so full of hollow rhetoric, some key facts need to be out on the table. An independent, 125-21 hours ago

page study commissioned by SAHBA concluded that growth pays for itself in metro Tucson in four years. Every year after that,
growth generates revenue for local governments. The study showed that developers and builders are paying their way and then
some.

All government debt incurred in providing services and infrastructure to those living in the new homes can be paid off entirely
after four years.
After that, the surplus from home building is available to finance other projects, reduce taxes or decrease construction-related fees.

The SAHBA study was never challenged or refuted by City or County officials. Instead, they we upset that we made the facts
available to the public.

~ Roger Yohem, Vice President

Southern Arizona Home Builders Association
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- Citizen Staff - Gannett Co, Inc.
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