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Our Opinion: County needs 
a regionwide impact fee

New residents 

don't drive 

solely in 

their area, so 

money from 

impact fees 

should be 

spent 

countywide."
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Pima County's plans to raise its transportation impact fee for 

new homes is overdue - despite the protestations of 

homebuilders and sellers.

The county should also press ahead with discussions to make 

the impact fee apply countywide instead of being limited to 

certain areas.

It has been 12 years since the Pima County Board of 

Our Opinion: County needs a regionwide impact fee | HOUSING AND GROWTH

http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/daily/opinion/100964.php (1 of 3) [10/30/2008 9:12:40 AM]

http://gcirm.tucson.gcion.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/news.tucsoncitizen.com/stories/opinion/38354884/728x90_1/OasDefault/DrHorton2008/DRH-08804-RAZ.gif/38303533393264613439303963306130
http://m.tucsoncitizen.com/
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/misc/newsletters
https://secure.tucson.com/ezaccess/citizen/ee.php
http://www.tucson.com/feeds/
https://secure.tucson.com/ezaccess/citizen/
http://www.tucson.com/classifieds/placead
http://www.tucson.com/ezaccess/
http://www.tucson.com/ezaccess/index.php?page=contact_us_tni
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/misc/contactus
http://www.tucson.com/
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/misc/mkhp
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/misc/mkhp
http://tucson.com/classified
http://www.tucson.com/jobs
http://tucson.com/cars
http://www.tucson.com/homes
http://www.tucson.com/rentals
http://www.tucson.com/shopping
http://www.tucson.com/health
http://www.tucson.com/travel
http://www.tucsonbridalexpo.com/
http://www.tucson.com/southweststyle
http://education.tucson.com/
http://www.legacy.com/tucson/Obituaries.asp
http://tucsoncitizen.weather.gannettonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=WEATHER01&City=Tucson&State=AZ
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/daily/local/
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/daily/college/
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/high_school/
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/sports
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/business_headlines
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/nationworld
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/opinion
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/blog/
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/lifestyle/
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/calendar
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/taste/
http://gcirm.tucson.gcion.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/news.tucsoncitizen.com/stories/opinion/662105613/88x31_1/default/empty.gif/38303533393264613439303963306130
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/daily/college/
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/basketball
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/football
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/baseball
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/softball
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/sportscolumnists
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/bounce
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/blog/tag/wildcats
javascript:registration.login()
javascript:registration.register()
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/altss/printstory/frontpage/100964
javascript:void(x=open('http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/email.php?id=100964','emailpage','toolbar=no,location=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=500,height=500'));%20x.focus();
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/comments/index.php?id=100964
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
javascript:void(x=open('http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/lettertoeditor.php?id=100964','editorletter','toolbar=no,location=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=500,height=500'));%20x.focus();
http://tucsoncitizen.com/altss/rss/local/
mailto:letters@tucsoncitizen.com


Our Opinion: County needs a regionwide impact fee | HOUSING AND GROWTH

Related stories

●     County considers raising new-home impact fee
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Supervisors approved a fee of $1,550 per new home to help pay for roads that would be needed by new residents.

The fee has been increased several times and now stands at about $4,600 per home. Chuck Huckelberry, the Pima County 

administrator, says he will recommend an increase to $8,800 to be imposed before the middle of 2009.

With the recession driving home building and sales to their lowest levels in decades, builders and real estate agents are 

rightly concerned about the increase, which would be passed along to buyers.

But if there are new developments, roads must be built to serve those residents. And with the county transportation budget 

already stretched serving existing developed areas, new residents must "buy" into the infrastructure.

Under state law, transportation impact fees can be imposed in designated areas only, with the money raised in those areas 

spent there for road improvements.

Huckelberry is recommending a regionwide impact fee - something that would require the cooperation of the incorporated 

cities in Pima County.

That is worth considering. New residents don't drive solely in their corner of the county. The impacts of growth and 

additional traffic are felt regionwide. Several states allow regional impact fees, and Arizona should do the same.

Pima County should be able to spend money raised from impact fees anywhere on projects necessitated by growth.

With five cities and towns sprinkled across the unincorporated area of Pima County, roads can and do pass through several 

jurisdictions. The Regional Transportation Authority was created to bridge those jurisdictional gaps. Having a regionwide 

impact fee for transportation is a logical next step.

Current impact fees are based on road construction costs from six years ago. There is no question they must be increased so 

new development helps pay some of the additional costs it creates.

Read All Comments »1 TOTAL COMMENT 
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21 hours agoBecause this issue is so full of hollow rhetoric, some key facts need to be out on the table. An independent, 125-

page study commissioned by SAHBA concluded that growth pays for itself in metro Tucson in four years. Every year after that, 
growth generates revenue for local governments. The study showed that developers and builders are paying their way and then 
some.  
 
All government debt incurred in providing services and infrastructure to those living in the new homes can be paid off entirely 
after four years.  
After that, the surplus from home building is available to finance other projects, reduce taxes or decrease construction-related fees.  
 
The SAHBA study was never challenged or refuted by City or County officials. Instead, they we upset that we made the facts 
available to the public.  
~ Roger Yohem, Vice President 
Southern Arizona Home Builders Association  
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