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Laurence Reisman: County's new scheme a slap 
at the young 

By Laurence Reisman 
editorial page editor
May 16, 2005 

Dear Rhett and Britt: 

On Tuesday, the elected leaders of Indian River 
County are expected to tack on $7,000 extra to the 

price of a new home. 

Advertisement

 

They think newcomers to the county should 
pay these "impact fees." They think it's 
necessary because these newcomers will 
create a need for new government services: 
jails, roads, fire stations, parks and schools. 

They think, much like impact-fee spin-doctors 
in Broward and other overdeveloped counties, 
that the fees will help manage growth. 

Simply put, our leaders have been railroaded 
by consultants and by local gatekeepers, 
people who moved here and now don't want 
anyone else entering their little piece of 
paradise. 

We were snowballed by county leaders who 
sold us on an additional 1 percent sales tax, 
which voters passed in November 2002, to pay 
for capital projects. When we passed the 
referendum, little did we know that the impact 
fee increases would be so draconian. 

When you're old enough to fully appreciate 
this letter, about the time you graduate from 
college and might want to return here, I hope 
you'll find that your dad, who took the time to 
write this, was simply a curmudgeon. But 
unless county leaders start representing all 
people, not just the gatekeepers, you, as an 
Indian River County native, will be locked out. 

First, there are few places here to work and 
earn a decent living. While St. Lucie County 

 

Search site for:   

  

Search help » 

 

 

 

 

TCPalm: Editorial Columnists

http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/pj_edt_columnists/article/0,2546,TCP_1127_3775766,00.html (1 of 3)5/16/2005 4:52:19 AM

http://www.treasurecoastclassifieds.com/
http://web.tcpalm.com/marketplace/autos.html
http://www.tcjobsource.com/
http://web.tcpalm.com/marketplace/realestate.html
http://web.tcpalm.com/sitetools/archives.html
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/tc_business_journal/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/50plus/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/stuart_news/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/tribune/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/press_journal/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/jupiter_courier/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/the_sun/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/wptv/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/press_journal/
http://www.tcpalm.com/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/news/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/business/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/sports/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/features/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/entertainment/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/weather/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/community/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/pj_local_news/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/pj_opinion/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/pj_editorials/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/pj_letters/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/pj_edt_columnists/
http://web.tcpalm.com/pressjournal/edcartoons/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/pj_columnists/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/obituaries/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/stuart_news/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/stuart_news/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/tribune/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/press_journal/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/jupiter_courier/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/the_sun/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/wptv/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/news/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/nation_world_news/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/state_news/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/obituaries/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/weather/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/hurricane/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/special_reports/
http://web.tcpalm.com/photos/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/polls/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/palm_beach_news/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/lottery/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/corrections/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/business/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/local_business/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/tc_business_journal/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/sports/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/prep_sports/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/football/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/baseball/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/golf/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/outdoors_fishing/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/scoreboard/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/features/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/living/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/travel/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/health_and_wellness/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/entertainment/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/movies/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/music/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/tv_radio/
javascript:popup("/tcp/cda/article_print/0,1983,TCP_1127_3775766_ARTICLE-DETAIL-PRINT,00.html",700,500,1)
javascript:popup("/cr/cda/email/article/1,1249,TCP_1127_3775766,00.html",400,350)
javascript:popup("/cr/cda/email/article/1,1249,TCP_1127_3775766,00.html",400,350)
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/columnist/0,1651,TCP_1127_3522,00.html
http://adsremote.scripps.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=2020251&AdID=2026207&TargetID=2005864&Segments=351,1639,2936,2000962,2001081,2001256,2001761,2001784,2001916,2002090,2003087,2003137,2003524,2003526,2003720,2003919,2004128,2006162,2006188,2008092,2008093,2008094,2008711,2008734,2008740,2008787,2009205,2009431,2010059&Targets=2000853,2001053,2003385,2005864&Values=25,31,43,51,60,72,81,90,100,110,150,155,194,314,593,621,746,764,1169,1238,1410,1444,1670,2000134,2000372,2000705,2000707,2001542,2002057,2002676,2003032,2003710,2003807,2003823,2004194,2004296,2004338,2004405,2004415,2004417,2004425,2004426,2004427,2004428,2004446,2004460,2004462,2004463,2004479,2004639,2004778,2005009,2005244,2005247,2005449,2005724,2006027,2006221&RawValues=&Redirect=http:%2F%2Fweb.tcpalm.com%2Fcustomerservice%2Fcarrier%2F
http://adsremote.scripps.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=2020251&AdID=2026207&TargetID=2005864&Segments=351,1639,2936,2000962,2001081,2001256,2001761,2001784,2001916,2002090,2003087,2003137,2003524,2003526,2003720,2003919,2004128,2006162,2006188,2008092,2008093,2008094,2008711,2008734,2008740,2008787,2009205,2009431,2010059&Targets=2000853,2001053,2003385,2005864&Values=25,31,43,51,60,72,81,90,100,110,150,155,194,314,593,621,746,764,1169,1238,1410,1444,1670,2000134,2000372,2000705,2000707,2001542,2002057,2002676,2003032,2003710,2003807,2003823,2004194,2004296,2004338,2004405,2004415,2004417,2004425,2004426,2004427,2004428,2004446,2004460,2004462,2004463,2004479,2004639,2004778,2005009,2005244,2005247,2005449,2005724,2006027,2006221&RawValues=&Redirect=http:%2F%2Fweb.tcpalm.com%2Fcustomerservice%2Fcarrier%2F
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/news/article/0,1651,TCP_997_2440907,00.html
http://adsremote.scripps.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=2007749&AdID=2010581&TargetID=2000387&Segments=31,351,1243,1244,1248,1639,2231,2366,2936,2000307,2001081,2001256,2001761,2001784,2001916,2002090,2002151,2002330,2003087,2003524,2003526,2004128,2004792,2006162,2006188,2008092,2008093,2008094,2008711,2008734,2008740,2008787,2009205,2009431,2010059&Targets=761,2004978,2000853,1480,2011312,2000072,2000387,2002514&Values=25,31,43,51,60,72,81,90,100,136,150,155,194,593,603,621,746,1169,1238,1410,1444,1670,2000134,2000705,2000707,2001542,2002057,2002676,2003032,2003710,2003807,2003823,2004194,2004296,2004338,2004405,2004415,2004417,2004425,2004426,2004427,2004428,2004446,2004460,2004462,2004463,2004479,2004639,2004778,2005009,2005244,2005247,2005449,2005724,2006027,2006221&RawValues=&Redirect=http:%2F%2Fwww.hirams.com
http://adsremote.scripps.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=2008028&AdID=2010939&TargetID=2002215&Segments=31,351,1243,1244,1249,1639,2231,2366,2936,2001081,2001256,2001761,2001784,2001916,2002083,2002090,2002331,2003034,2003087,2003524,2003526,2004128,2004792,2006162,2006188,2008092,2008093,2008094,2008711,2008734,2008740,2008787,2009205,2009431,2010059&Targets=761,2004978,2006551,2000853,1480,2011312,2000072,2002215,2002512&Values=25,31,43,51,60,72,81,90,100,136,150,155,194,593,604,621,746,1169,1238,1410,1444,1670,2000134,2000705,2000707,2001542,2002057,2002676,2003032,2003710,2003807,2003823,2004194,2004296,2004338,2004405,2004415,2004417,2004425,2004426,2004427,2004428,2004446,2004460,2004462,2004463,2004479,2004639,2004778,2005009,2005244,2005247,2005449,2005724,2006027,2006221&RawValues=&Redirect=http:%2F%2Fwww.reefoceanresort.com
http://adsremote.scripps.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=2008227&AdID=2011148&TargetID=2003260&Segments=31,351,1243,1244,1250,1639,2231,2366,2936,2001081,2001256,2001761,2001784,2001916,2002084,2002090,2002332,2002964,2003087,2003524,2003526,2004128,2004792,2006162,2006188,2008092,2008093,2008094,2008711,2008734,2008740,2008787,2009205,2009431,2010059&Targets=761,2004978,2005929,2000853,1480,2011312,2000072,2002515,2003260&Values=25,31,43,51,60,72,81,90,100,136,150,155,194,593,605,621,746,1169,1238,1410,1444,1670,2000134,2000705,2000707,2001542,2002057,2002676,2003032,2003710,2003807,2003823,2004194,2004296,2004338,2004405,2004415,2004417,2004425,2004426,2004427,2004428,2004446,2004460,2004462,2004463,2004479,2004639,2004778,2005009,2005244,2005247,2005449,2005724,2006027,2006221&RawValues=&Redirect=http:%2F%2Fweb.tcpalm.com%2Fsitetools%2Fcirculation%2F2weeksFREE.shtml


TCPalm: Editorial Columnists

• Stage
• Food & Dining 

COLUMNISTS
• Ray McNulty 
• Bill DeYoung 
• Bob Betcher 
• Joe Crankshaw
• Anthony Westbury
• Ben Becker 

SITE TOOLS
• Subscribe
• About Us
• Contact Us
• Customer Service
• Advertising Info
• Help/FAQ
• Photo Reprints
• Job Opportunities
• Site Map
• Web Tools 

EXTRAS
• Archives
• Contests
• Set Your Home Page
• Link to Us
• Submit Story Idea
• Syndicate Our Site
• Postcards
• Web Cams
• Forums
• Chats
 

has major plans for a research center, your 
own leaders got all excited about landing a 
CVS distribution center. Yes, it will be a nice 
addition, but we need jobs for young 
professionals, too. 

Second, the impact fees will only serve to 
drive up the cost of all housing. That will make 

it difficult for you to own a home, and if you buy a new one, you'll 
have to pay those impact fees even though you've been a resident 
for years. 

Already, few people in town can afford to buy the average home, 
about $225,000. Thankfully, many of us bought our pieces of 
paradise in the mid-1990s or earlier. Most of us can't afford to move 
across town because of escalating taxes and property values. 

By the time you are ready to graduate, the only place you'll be able 
to afford to live in this region is in your old bedroom. 

In other words, this county has invested time and money to educate 
our young, but they have to go elsewhere to work because there are 
few opportunities here. Maybe you will be able to come back 10 
years after school, after you've flipped your first two houses in that 
fast-growing area of northern Louisiana. 

I apologize for being cynical, but I, like the commissioners who are 
voting for the impact fee increases, remember the days when this 
community welcomed newcomers; when we all shared the burden — 
with tourists who helped to pay higher sales taxes — to build a new 
jail, Indian River Boulevard and a host of other projects. 

There was a time when we worked together to solve problems, and 
when common sense, not uncreative, out-of-town consultants, made 
things work. Perhaps life has gotten too complicated to handle 
ourselves. Maybe common sense has died and bureaucracy has 
gotten out of hand. 

The gatekeepers, many of whom are retired and relocated from 
elsewhere, want a nice place to live. Others, though, are more 
skeptical. They say the gatekeepers want to keep their own taxes 
down and, by limiting growth and increasing impact fees, want to 
drive all sorts of home prices higher, thus increasing the values of 
their own nest eggs. 

Whatever the reason, you, my sons, will be affected. 

I will continue to advocate for fairness, prudence, economic 
development, controlled growth, reasonably priced housing, 
common sense and anything else that will protect the quality of life 
we all enjoy. 

That quality of life was rooted in the spirit of the pioneers who 
founded this community and who welcomed outside influences. This 
merging of cultures and spirit is what led to what we have today. 

I hope you see something similarly special in this community in 
2015 or 2020. If you do, it's because our leaders — against all odds 
— somehow found a way to keep housing affordable while keeping 
our quality of life high. 

http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/pj_edt_columnists/article/0,2546,TCP_1127_3775766,00.html (2 of 3)5/16/2005 4:52:19 AM

http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/stage/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/food_and_dining/
http://web.tcpalm.com/columnists/
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/columnist/0,1651,TCP_1066_6318,00.html
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/columnist/0,1651,TCP_1089_8756,00.html
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/columnist/0,1651,TCP_1089_3501,00.html
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/columnist/0,1651,TCP_1133_3580,00.html
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/columnist/0,1651,TCP_1113_3601,00.html
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/columnist/0,1651,TCP_1066_12123,00.html
http://web.tcpalm.com/sitetools/
http://web.tcpalm.com/sitetools/customerservice/subscribe.html
http://web.tcpalm.com/sitetools/aboutus.html
http://web.tcpalm.com/sitetools/contactus.html
http://web.tcpalm.com/sitetools/customerservice/
http://web.tcpalm.com/marketplace/becomeadv.html
http://web.tcpalm.com/sitetools/help.html
http://web.tcpalm.com/marketplace/photoreprint.html
http://web.tcpalm.com/sitetools/jobop_index.html
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/site_map/
http://web.tcpalm.com/sitetools/webtools.html
http://web.tcpalm.com/extras/
http://web.tcpalm.com/sitetools/archives.html
http://web.tcpalm.com/extras/contests/
http://web.tcpalm.com/sitetools/sethomepage.html
http://web.tcpalm.com/sitetools/link.html
http://web.tcpalm.com/news/tipline/form.html
http://web.tcpalm.com/syndication/
http://web.tcpalm.com/postcard/
http://web.tcpalm.com/extras/webcams.html
http://extra.scripps.com/cgi-bin/WebX?tcpalm
http://chat.tcpalm.com:8080/


TCPalm: Editorial Columnists

That's a tall order, and one that seems to be impossible when 
implementing high impact fees. 

Love, Dad 

Reisman, who writes a periodic column, can be reached at 
( Laurence.reisman@scripps.com). 
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