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AP tables water readiness fee idea

By ED BALDRIDGE 

ed.baldridge@newssun.com 

AVON PARK - Avon Park's city council voted 5-0 to 
indefinitely table the final reading of an ordinance that 
would charge each resident a "readiness to serve" fee 
for water that is turned off and asked staff to come 
back with more numbers about costs concerning 
water hook-ups versus the revenue generated by a 
readiness to serve ordinance. 

If the measure passes in the future, residences inside 
the city will be charged a minimum of $12.92 monthly 
for water service even if they disconnect their water 
service. 

City staff determined, along with encouragement from 
City Attorney Gerald T. Buhr, that the reservation of 
capacity at the water treatment plant is still a cost for 
service, even if you do not get any water. 

The only way to waive the fee was if all capacity rights 
were waived, which means that to turn the water back on will cost an impact fee in the hundreds of dollars, according 
to Buhr. 

For those who live outside the city limits, the cost would be $16.06, and the charges are in addition to the connect 
and disconnect fees of approximately $40. 

The ordinance had some in the rental business a little defensive, and ex-councilman George Hall spoke out against 
passage at this time. 

"I am neither for nor against the ordinance," Hall said. "Two years ago we went out for a rate study and increased the 
billing 35 percent. Most of us have water on at our homes the whole time. I have an interest in the rental market and 
sometimes they sit off for some time. I am just questioning the timing of the fees. I encourage you to consider the 
timing of this ordinance." 

"It will clobber our rental part of our city," Mayor Sharon Schuler said in agreement with Hall's plea. 

Despite passing the first reading of the ordinance unanimously, other council members also spoke out against the 
ordinance. 

"I agree with Mr. Hall," Councilman Terry Heston said. "People should have a right to turn their water off and not 
have a bill." 

"I have got to agree with Mr. Hall and Terry in some ways. We have a lot of rental properties right now that are 
vacant," Schuler said. "If we pass this, does everyone who turns the water off receive a bill?" 

City Manager Bruce Behrens told council that everyone would get a bill, even if there was not usage. 

"If you are in the city, your readiness to serve bill will be $12.92 (and) $16.09 outside the city," Behrens said. 

"To send someone a bill every month who is not using water is not fair," Heston 

"I don't want to put any added fees to our citizens right now," Council member Brenda Gray added. 

"My only concern are our business people who have rentals," Schuler said. "Our business people are already 
suffering. This effects those few people who are out there trying to keep rentals. They are getting slaughtered with all 
the new houses that are coming out there at North Central Heights. I don't think the city can impose another fee on 
the citizens." 
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The North Central Heights development includes 72 new low-income houses that will be rented out, luring some of 
the current renters across the city to move towards lower-cost housing. 

The council directed city staff to return at the next meeting with solid numbers comparing the cost of connections and 
the estimated overall revenue of a readiness fee. 
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