Impact fees are good for business | The Arizona Daily Star ®

ADV ERTIZEMENT

@ Click here to watch our
APAG | customer Services, Inc. video and learn more!

1-E00-QUITS0OURCE

tucson weather:
View Forecast [l

Arizona Datly Star g o GRS e

www.dailystar.com™ @www.azstarnet.com™ Text size: [EIE

HOME - ENTERTAINMENT - HEALTH - FEATURES - BUSINESS - EVENT CALENDAR - SPORTS - UA SPORTS -
SITEMAP

to the Arizona Daily Star - manage your Star subscription - classifieds - jobs - autos -
real estate - obituaries

Tucson, Arizona | Published: 10.28.2004

Arizona Daily Star™ _ . . . _ _ .
= e Today : Sunday | Monday | Tuesday ;| Wednesday : Thursday : Friday : Saturday
{+ Arizona Daily Star . -
R Section: Related Article
g « back
Impact fees are good for (Flashing = current
- amber alert)
business Click to sign up
for alerts now
- Email this Story
5 - Marana used to be known as a At ts Stk
YRS _ - Today's
Download PDF developer's nirvana. Not any maore. The = Printer friendly version Newspaper Ads
. All Headlines Town Council is considering levying an ot
: . . . * Write a letter to the Editor I"'I'S'tl ofher
- Mobile Edition impact fee of $9,000 per new home built {itl RealCities sites
- Front Page in the northern end of town. Itis a Related articles: Special Content:
* L ESO RERIOI progressive and responsible way to . NEW! Traffic
- Neighbors . = Few seem upset about Marana
Ari / West spread the cost of growth equitably. e [ Cams
- Arlizona es - .
. « Half-cent tax hike will start Oct. StarNet Store
- Nation The city of Tucson, among the last of 1, Marana council says - Fantasy Sports
- HEslRgneh Pima County's municipalities to adopt an = = Mass transit? Not just yet - Sports and Event
- World ] . . i : Tickets
impact fee, plans to phase in a fee that Making a town a community
- Sports - U.S. to give Marana residents a - Salary & Cost of
. Opinion amounts to about half that -up to $4,600 |, cax living calculators
- Business or so. Pima County's impact fee is about . Newspapers In
. Accent $3’500 Education
- Football Fever
WEEKLY Oro Valley charges an impact fee for roads and water of more than
SECTIONS: . . N
$4,000 per home. While Marana's fee may be the highest in Pima County,
- Food in Maricopa County impact fees can be much higher. Depending on the
- Northwest municipality and the size of the home, fees can be as much as $19,000.

http://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/rel atedarticles/45194.php (1 of 3)11/22/2004 5:10:55 AM


javascript:void(x=open('http://banners.tucson.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/news.azstarnet.com/specialfeatures/799966155/Top/APAC/apac.html/34323836323264313431353266313630?_RM_REDIR_www.digitalmediaclassifieds.com/Tucson/Employment/110104/APAC.htm','1','toolbar=no,location=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=no,resizable=yes, width=450,height=505')); x.focus();
http://www.azstarnet.com/
http://www.dailystar.com/
http://www.dailystar.com/
http://www.azstarnet.com/hw3/hw.php
javascript:void(x=open('http://www.azstarnet.com/flashweather/index.php?id=1000','results','toolbar=no,location=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=525,height=450')); x.focus();
javascript:void(x=open('http://www.azstarnet.com/trafficcams/','trafficcams','toolbar=no,location=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=730,height=498')); x.focus();
http://www.azstarnet.com/hw3/hw.php
http://www.azstarnet.com/
http://www.azstarnet.com/entertainment
http://www.azstarnet.com/health
http://www.azstarnet.com/features
http://www.azstarnet.com/business
http://www.dailystarcalendar.com/
http://www.azstarnet.com/sports
http://www.azstarnet.com/sn/wildcats
http://www.azstarnet.com/sitemap
https://secure.tucson.com/ezaccess/subscribe_star.php?site_name=star
http://www.tucson.com/ezaccess/index.php?site_name=star
http://classified.tucson.com/index.php?site_name=starnet
http://tucson.gannettonline.com/careerbuilder/index.html
http://www.tucson.com/autos/index.php?site_name=starnet
http://www.tucson.com/homes/index.php?site_name=starnet
http://classified.tucson.com/index.php?action=show_obits&page=0
http://www.azstarnet.com/viewpdf.php?date=2004-11-22
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/allheadlines/mon.html
http://mobile.azstarnet.com/
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/dailystar/mon.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/metro/mon.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/neighbors/mon.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/news/mon.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/news/mon.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/news/mon.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/news/mon.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/sports/mon.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/opinion/mon.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/business/mon.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/accent/mon.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/food/wed.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/northwest/thu.html
http://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/dailystar/index.html
http://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/dailystar/sun.html
http://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/dailystar/mon.html
http://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/dailystar/tue.html
http://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/dailystar/wed.html
http://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/dailystar/thu.html
http://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/dailystar/fri.html
http://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/dailystar/sat.html
javascript:void(x=open('http://www.azstarnet.com/email.php?id=45194','emailpage','toolbar=no,location=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=no,resizable=yes,width=478,height=400'));%20x.focus();
http://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/printDS/45194.php
javascript:void(x=open('http://www.azstarnet.com/lettertoeditor.php?id=45194','emailed','toolbar=no,location=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=478,height=400'));%20x.focus();
http://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/relatedarticles/41071.php
http://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/relatedarticles/41071.php
http://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/relatedarticles/29030.php
http://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/relatedarticles/29030.php
http://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/relatedarticles/24483.php
http://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/relatedarticles/38959.php
http://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/relatedarticles/31867.php
http://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/relatedarticles/31867.php
http://www.azstarnet.com/amberalert
http://www.azstarnet.com/amberalert
http://www.azstarnet.com/amberalert
http://standard.newspaperads.com/tucson/
http://standard.newspaperads.com/tucson/
http://www.realcities.com/
javascript:void(x=open('http://www.azstarnet.com/trafficcams/','trafficcams','toolbar=no,location=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=730,height=498')); x.focus();
javascript:void(x=open('http://www.azstarnet.com/trafficcams/','trafficcams','toolbar=no,location=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=730,height=498')); x.focus();
http://www.cafeshops.com/azstarnet
http://www.azstarnet.com/fantasy
http://azstarnet.razorgator.com/
http://azstarnet.razorgator.com/
http://azstarnet.salary.com/
http://azstarnet.salary.com/
http://www.azstarnet.com/nie
http://www.azstarnet.com/nie
http://www.tucson.com/story/entertainment/contests/footballfever/index.php

Impact fees are good for business | The Arizona Daily Star ®

- Caliente
- Home
- Travel

LA EFTRELLA IDE

SEARCH:

®7 day
O Star Archive

O Classifieds

Search

ProQuest
subscribers use
this link

SPECIAL
SECTIONS:

- America at War

- Border news
- Destinations
- Earth 911

- Education

- Elections

- 110 Degrees
- Local columnists

- Mapping the
news

- Mideast

- Pets

- Pets 911

- Crime

- Star 200

- Tech news

- Transportation
- UA Sports

- Varsity sports
- Weird News

- Wildfires

The average fee statewide is more than $6,000.

Critics of impact fees argue that all residents benefit from growth so even
those who have lived here for many years, including some who never paid
impact fees, should help finance it. The flaw in that argument is that when
growth accelerates sharply, the costs of paying for roads, parks and other
infrastructure needs outpace revenue. That's when municipal
governments become strapped and infrastructure requirements slide.
Impact fees help prevent cities and towns from falling behind.

Marana's proposed fee breaks down to $6,315 for transportation and
$3,088 for parks. The fees would be allocated for North Marana, Jim
DeGrood, executive assistant to the town manager, told Star reporter Dan
Sorenson. DeGrood also said he didn't necessarily expect residential
developers to fork over cash. Instead, he hopes they will negotiate
improvement credits with the town. Builders usually can build roads more
cheaply than the town, said DeGrood, adding, "If | don't have to collect a
cent, I'm pleased."

The town has had an impact fee of more than $2,400 per home since
2001, but that is for construction in the southern part of town. No fee
existed previously for the town's north side.

If the town council approves this fee, it will be the second in about three
years. Oddly enough, the city of Tucson didn't get around to imposing a
similar impact fee until Sept. 27. In the weeks before the city passed its
impact fee, opponents argued, this additional cost would stifle growth.
Opponents did not mention that Marana and Oro Valley had adopted
impact fees years ago without suffering decreased growth rates.

The fact is that the demand for homes is as brisk as ever, and nowhere is
that better illustrated than in the short history of Gladden Farms. The town
council approved construction of the first 245 of a proposed 1,900 homes

in this development in north Marana in January 2003. Since then, demand
has boosted home values. Gladden Farms as yet has just a smattering of
people living there. It's that new.

Thus, with Gladden Farms' soaring demand, developers not only should
consider impact fees as a cost of doing business, but also as a key
element in promoting growth. Those fees ensure that residential areas will
have the roads and parks necessary to sustain growth. That's just good
business.
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